
Did Christ Die for
Everyone?





DID CHRIST DIEDID CHRIST DIE
FOR EVERFOR EVERYONE?YONE?

PP

Timothy Zebell

Edited by Eugene Harmon

Self-published

Niles, MI



Did Christ Die for Everyone? Copyright © 2011



ContentsContents
Forward

viii
Introduction

1
ChaChappterter 1.1.

Limited Atonement
9

ChaChappterter 2.2.
Did Christ Die for Everyone?

14
ChaChappterter 3.3.

Calvinist Arguments for a Limited Atonement
19

ChaChappterter 4.4.
Distinguishing the Atonement from Its

Application
24

ChaChappterter 5.5.
Is This a Works-Based Salvation?

38
ChaChappterter 66..

Christ Died for Everyone
47

ChaChappterter 77..
Correcting Calvinist Definitions

53
ChaChappterter 88..

John 3:16
62



ChaChappterter 9.9.
1 John 2:2

72
ChaChappterter 1100..

A Change of Tune?
79

ChaChappterter 11.11.
A Fresh Look

83
ChaChappterter 12.12.

John 12:32
96

ChaChappterter 13.13.
Jesus Died for Those Who Perished

102
ChaChappterter 14.14.

Jesus Died for Those Who Do Not Believe
106

ChaChappterter 15.15.
The Gospel is Good News for All

110
ChaChappterter 1616..

The True Gospel
117

ChaChappterter 1717..
Review

122

Appendix A - The Passover Lamb

128
Appendix B - The Brazen Serpent

134
Appendix C - 2 Peter 3:9

138
Appendix D - Does God Have a Double Will?

140



Works Cited

147



FForwarorwardd

Does Calvinist theology change the gospel message? In
answering this question, the author has attempted to allow
notable Calvinists to speak for themselves by providing
a plethora of footnotes. Footnotes marked with an * sign
include additional quotations and helpful content. The
primary focus of this work is whether Christ died for
everyone because this strikes at the heart of God’s message
to us.

The author was formerly a Calvinist for ten years who
frequently debated the matter with others. As such, the
author understands the Calvinist perspective, and he is
sympathetic to the struggle of many Calvinists to under-
stand how others cannot see such an “obvious” and “logi-
cal” teaching of Scripture. It is his hope that those reading
this book—regardless of their theological system—will
endeavor to truly grasp what the other side intends by
what they teach. Beyond this, he hopes that those reading
this book will understand the reasoning that under-girds
each position as well as the necessary conclusion of such
reasoning.

It should be noted that Calvinism is an unsettled The-
ology. Debate rages within their camp even to this day.
Flavors of Calvinism include Traditional Calvinists, Mod-
ern Calvinists, Neo Calvinists, New Calvinists, 5 Point
Calvinists, 4 Point Calvinists, 3 Point Calvinists,
Supralapsarian Calvinists, Infralapsarian Calvinists, Sub-
lapsarian Calvinists, etc. … For this reason, we have cho-



sen to focus our attention on the founding fathers of
Calvinist Theology because every kind of Calvinism
builds upon the foundation laid by these men. Particularly
key to the doctrine of Calvinism are the many writings of
John Calvin. Therefore, special attention has been given
to his writings.

The natural conclusion of the Calvinist doctrine of
Limited Atonement leads one to believe that God only
loves some enough to die for them. As such, when Calvin-
ist doctrine is carried out to its logical end, one is left with
no alternative to the conclusion that God does not love
all mankind, and God does not wish to save all mankind.
This is an outrageous affront to the character and nature
of God. When Calvinist doctrine alters the gospel mes-
sage, it becomes a doctrine worthy of serious considera-
tion and debate. By providing this work, it is the author’s
desire to assist the reader in transcending the quagmire of
Calvinist arguments so the reader can accurately evaluate
the truth of this doctrine.
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IntrIntroductionoduction

“And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so

must the Son of man be lifted up: That whosoever believeth in

him should not perish, but have eternal life. For God so loved

the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever

believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For

God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but

that the world through him might be saved. He that believeth on

him is not condemned …”

~John 3:14–18

The cross of Jesus Christ stands as an eternal mon-
ument testifying to the unconditional love that God has
for all mankind. John 3:16–18 is essentially Jesus’ purpose
statement. It is the motivation undergirding His life, min-
istry, death, and resurrection. Nothing could be more
humbling or precious than to know that Almighty God
is so filled with love for fallen man that He was willing
to make the ultimate sacrifice in order that “whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting
life.”

We know that God is love (1 John 4:8), but sometimes
we fail to understand exactly what this means. God’s very
nature is love. It is not merely another of His many attrib-

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A14%E2%80%9318&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A14%E2%80%9318&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A16%E2%80%9318&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+4%3A8&version=KJV


utes; it is a defining quality of God. True, God is sovereign,
merciful, just, etc., but the display of these attributes is
always motivated by His nature of love.

Defined biblically, love is placing the needs, concerns,
and best interests of others above one’s self. In other
words, love always seeks what is best for the other person
regardless of how it may affect one’s self (1 Cor. 13:4–7).
Never has there been a greater example of this than in the
life and death of Jesus Christ. John 15:13 tells us, “Greater

love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his

friends.” Also, 1 John 4:9–10 says, “In this was manifested the

love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten

Son into the world, that we might live through him. Herein is love,

not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to

be the propitiation for our sins.”

It is the unconditional love and sacrifice that Christ
displayed toward man on the cross that motivates us to
believe in Him as our Savior and to relinquish total con-
trol of our lives to God. We can confidently establish Jesus
Christ as Lord in our lives because we have seen His com-
mitment to us, and we know that His sacrificial love for us
means that He will always do what is best for us. Regard-
less of the trials we may endure, we know that God is
intensely involved in our lives and is actively working
because He cared enough to die for us. This is what
Romans 8:32 teaches, “He that spared not his own Son, but

delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely

give us all things?”

Having experienced the love and forgiveness of Christ
through faith in His death on the cross and His resurrec-
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tion three days later, we are compelled to share the story
of Christ’s sacrifice with others. The cross of Christ is a
symbol of life, love, and forgiveness to any and all who are
willing to repent of their sins and believe on Jesus. But, as
Romans 10:14–15 says:

“How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed?

and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard?

and how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they

preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the

feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings

of good things!”

Thus, God’s love for all mankind, displayed in the sac-
rifice of Christ on the cross, is our motivation for evan-
gelizing. We know that the Bible repeatedly teaches that
the atonement of Christ on the cross was made for every-
one, but it must be applied through the individual’s faith
in Christ Jesus. Scripture is clear, how can a person believe
if he has not heard? For this reason, it is imperative that
all Christians actively endeavor to share the gospel of
Christ’s love with others.

Although the author strongly believes these things,
there are some who deny such precious truths … namely,
those who adhere to the Reformed Theology known as
Calvinism.*1*2 Calvinism replaces God’s motivation of

1. Leonard Coppes referring to the term “Reformed Theology:” “This term is
often used synonomously with the term Calvinistic when describing a theo-
logical position.” (Vance, The Other Side of Calvinism, 26.)

2. Calvinism is known by many titles. Among these, the most common are
the “Doctrines of Grace” and “Sovereign Grace.” Laurence Vance writes,
“When a Calvinist aspires to draw attention away from the name of Calvin
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love with God’s sovereignty. Instead of a God who seeks
the best for others regardless of the cost to Himself, the
Calvinist serves a God who is intensely self-centered.
God’s sole focus is on Himself and His own glory.

According to 1 Corinthians 13:5, love “seeketh not her
own.” Biblical love is not self-centered. Nevertheless,
according to Calvinism, it is not us whom God loves but
rather Himself in us. In summarizing the teaching of John
Calvin, the Calvinist, C. Matthew McMahon declares,
“God loves Himself in us. God loves Christ in us. He does
not love the marred image of Himself, or the wicked
intents and thoughts of our hearts. He loves Christ, and
when we are in Christ He loves us ad extra.”3 In other
words, we are just extra packaging around God’s true
love—Himself. In contrast, Scripture teaches that Christ
loves us for who we are—even when we were nothing
more than a “marred image of Himself.” Romans 5:8, “But

God commendeth his love toward us, in that, wwhilhilee wewe werweree yyetet

sinsinnnererss, Christ died for us.” (emphasis added)

Like McMahon, Augustine states, “For [God] could
not but love the members of His Son seeing that He loveth
Himself.”4 After citing this quotation of Augustine, C.
Matthew McMahon explains that “Augustine will show
how God loves the Son from all eternity as the Son, then
Christ as Christ, and then us in Him as Christ is in us. God

loves in us that which is Himself.”
5 The Calvinist concludes

he normally uses the phrase ‘Doctrines of Grace' to describe his system.”
(Vance, The Other Side of Calvinism, 2.)

3. McMahon, The Two Wills of God, 223.
4. Ibid.
5. Ibid, footnote 142.
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that God does not truly love us but merely Himself in us.
This is not biblical love; this is selfishness and pride!

To the Calvinist, the cross is not a symbol of uncon-
ditional love for fallen mankind. Instead, it is a symbol of
God’s willingness to sacrifice for a select group of people
in His effort to bring greater glory to Himself. How the sac-
rifice of Jesus Christ for only some brings greater glory to
God is a question which the Calvinist never adequately
answers with Scripture. Instead, those who believe this
way simply refer back to God’s sovereignty, stating that
God is God, and He can do as He pleases. Thus, this sim-
ple question is avoided and left unanswered.

Using words which sound spiritual, the Calvinist
often lauds God’s love and mercy, but his definitions are
unique. The Calvinist, as we will later examine, has a habit
of redefining words and altering the Bible’s revelation of
who God is to better fit his doctrine. By doing this, the
Calvinist seeks to limit Christ’s atoning sacrifice to a select
few.*6 For him, the cross is only a symbol of love and for-
giveness to those whom God has chosen to save. For
everyone else, it is a symbol of sure destruction and pend-
ing judgment. His belief in a limited atonement is so
strong that it is listed as one of the five primary points
which define Calvinism.

Calvinists have almost universally accepted the com-
mon acronym of TULIP as an easy means of identifying

6. “The doctrine of limited atonement is simply that the cross of Christ pro-
vides a sure, secure and real salvation for everyone God intended it to save
and for them alone.” (Gunn, A Short Explanation and Defense of the Doctrines of

Grace, “Limited Atonement.”)

DID CHRIST DIE FOR EVERDID CHRIST DIE FOR EVERYONE?YONE? 55



their core beliefs. These five points are a summary of the
findings of the church council at the Synod of Dortrecht
(1618–1619 A.D.):

• Total Depravity
• Unconditional Election
• Limited Atonement
• Irresistible Grace
• Perseverance of the Saints

According to Calvinism, when Adam and Eve fell into
sin, mankind became totally depraved. Calvinism teaches
that man became spiritually dead to the point that he is
incapable of choosing good or of choosing God.*7*8*9

Because man, they say, cannot possibly choose God, God
chooses man. However, God does not choose all men.
Instead, Calvinism teaches that God chose from eternity
past only a select number to be saved whom they call “the
elect.”*10 Because God made this decision in eternity past,

7. “The Bible stresses the total inability of fallen man to respond to the
things of God; he is not able to do so. This is what the Calvinist refers to as
‘total depravity.’” (Kenneth Talbot, Calvinism, Hyper-Calvinism, and Arminian-

ism, 20.)
8. “Total depravity is the cause of total inability and total inability is the

result of total depravity.” (Harvey, “The Berea Baptist Banner Forum,” 190,
Source: Vance, The Other Side of Calvinism, 187.)

9. “As a creature the natural man is responsible to love, obey, and serve God;
as a sinner he is responsible to repent and believe the Gospel. But at the out-
set we are confronted with the fact that the natural man is unable to love and
serve God, and that the sinner, of himself, cannot repent and believe.” (Pink,
The Sovereignty of God, 185.)

10. “We mean, therefore, by this doctrine, that God, in eternity, chose or
picked out of mankind whom He would save (by means of Christ’s death and
the work of the Holy Spirit), for no other reason than His own wise, just, and
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He already knew whom He intended to save at the time of
Christ’s death on the cross.*11 Consequently, Christ only
died for those He elected to save.*12 Having chosen the
elect, and having died specifically for them, God eventu-
ally dispenses upon them an irresistible grace. In other
words, they receive such a powerful realization of God’s
grace that they are unable to do anything other than
choose to accept the salvation that God has already
bestowed upon them.*13*14 Finally, the Calvinist concludes
that any who are truly “the elect” will persevere in the
faith until their death.15 If someone strays away from the
faith and does not return, then he was not truly a part of
the elect.*16*17

gracious purpose.” (Beck, The Five Points of Calvinism, 12, Source: Vance, The

Other Side of Calvinism, 244.)
11. “As God doth not will that each individual of mankind should be saved, so

neither did He will that Christ should properly and immediately die for each
individual of mankind, whence it follows that, though the blood of Christ,
from its own intrinsic dignity, was sufficient for the redemption of all men,
yet, in consequence of His Father’s appointment, He shed it intentionally,
and therefore effectually and immediately, for the elect only.” (Zanchius,
Absolute Predestination, 19.)

12. “The cross could save everyone if God had only intended it to do so.”
(Gunn, The Doctrines of Grace, “Limited Atonement.”)

13. “Every man that will come has been taught to will and to come by the effi-
cacious drawing power of the grace of God.” (Hoeksema, Whosoever Will, Ch.
10 “Man’s Coming and God's Drawing.”)

14. “Just as it is impossible for a man to come to Christ apart from the Father
drawing him, so also is it impossible for a man not to come to Christ if the
Father does draw him.” (Storms, Chosen for Life, 66-67, Source: Vance, The

Other Side of Calvinism, 509.)
15. “The new life bestowed by irresistible grace is lived out the rest of the

regenerate person’s life.” (Gerstner, Wrongly Dividing the Word of God, 142,
Source: Vance, The Other Side of Calvinism, 557.)

16. “Those who persevere not in faith and holiness, love and obedience, will
assuredly perish.” (Pink, Eternal Security, 28.)

17. “We further hold that a person who does not persevere is a hypocrite, not a
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The author believes that there are many errors in the
Calvinist system of belief. Nevertheless, in this work, we
will focus on one error in particular … Limited Atone-
ment. The Calvinist maintains that Christ’s death on the
cross was only made for a specific number of elected indi-
viduals. For everyone else, the cross of Christ cannot have
any eternal significance. According to the Calvinist,
Christ’s blood washed away the sins of some, but He did
not pay the penalty of sin for all men.

Is it true, as the Calvinist believes, that Christ’s atone-
ment was limited in scope? Does the Bible teach that
Christ only had a select group in mind when He willingly
allowed Himself to be sacrificed on the cross? If so, how are
we to understand passages like John 3:16? Let us consider
these questions as we examine Scripture together in pur-
suit of the truth.

saint.” (Cockrell, “The Perseverance of the Saints,” Source: Vance, The Other

Side of Calvinism, 560.)

88 Timothy ZebellTimothy Zebell
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LimitedLimited
AtonementAtonement

PP

In beginning, let us consider how the Calvinist defines his
doctrine of Limited Atonement:

“The doctrine of limited atonement is simply that the

cross of Christ provides a sure, secure and real salvation for

everyone God intended it to save and for them alone.”
1

~Grover Gunn

“The doctrine of ‘limited atonement’ which we main-

tain is the doctrine which limits the atonement to those

who are heirs of eternal life, the elect.”
2

~John Murray

“The Lord Jesus, by his perfect obedience, and sacrifice

of himself, which he through the eternal Spirit, once offered

1. Gunn, The Doctrines of Grace, “Limited Atonement.”
2. Murray, Redemption Accomplished and Applied, 73.



up unto God, hath fully satisfied the justice of his Father;

and purchased, not only reconciliation, but an everlasting

inheritance in the kingdom of heaven, for all those whom

the Father hath given unto him.”
3

~The Westminster Confession of Faith

“For this was the sovereign counsel, and most gracious

will and purpose of God the Father, that the quickening

and saving efficacy of the most precious death of his Son

should extend to all the elect, for bestowing upon them

alone the gift of justifying faith, thereby to bring them

infallibly to salvation: that is, it was the will of God, that

Christ by the blood of the cross, whereby he confirmed the

new covenant, should effectually redeem out of every peo-

ple, tribe, nation, and language, all those and those only,

who were from eternity chosen to salvation, and given to

him by the Father; that he should confer upon them faith,

which together with all the other saving gifts of the Holy

Spirit, he purchased for them by his death; should purge

them from all sin, both original and actual, whether com-

mitted before or after believing; and having faithfully pre-

served them even to the end, should at last bring them free

from every spot and blemish to the enjoyment of glory in his

own presence forever.”
4

~The Canons of Dort

The Calvinist doctrine of Limited Atonement teaches
that Jesus Christ offered Himself as the atoning sacrifice
only for a select group of individuals whom God had cho-
sen to save in eternity past. Among Calvinists, The West-

minster Confession of Faith is highly esteemed. It’s signifi-
cance and special placement within Calvinist circles rivals

3. The Westminster Confession of Faith, VIII:5.
4. The Canons of Dort, II:8.
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that of Scripture itself.*5 According to this confession,
Jesus “purchased, not only reconciliation, but an everlast-
ing inheritance in the kingdom of heaven for all those
whom the Father hath given unto him.”6 The final phrase,
“all those whom the Father hath given unto him,” is the
key to understanding the significance of this confession.
Earlier in The Westminster Confession of Faith, it clearly
states that God has chosen a select number of people unto
salvation and has given them to His Son.*7 Thus, The West-

minster Confession of Faith is saying that Jesus’ death on the
cross purchased reconciliation and an eternal inheritance
only for those specific individuals whom God has cho-
sen unto salvation and has given to Jesus. Another crucial
creed among Calvinists is The Canons of Dort. Having con-
vened a church synod because of the controversy between
Calvinism and Arminianism, The Canons of Dort finally

5. Calvinists place extreme emphasis on the various church creeds and con-
fessions. When pressed, often it is not to Scripture but to the creeds that the
Calvinist will first resort. A prime example of the weight Calvinists attribute
to the creeds and confessions is John Bogerman who served as the president
of the Synod of Dort. According to Dr. Laurence Vance, “Bogerman had ear-
lier participated in a conference with Gomarus, Uytenbogaert, and Arminius
in which he went so far as to say that ‘the Scriptures must be interpreted
according to the Catechism and the Confession’ To this Arminius replied:
‘How could one state more clearly that they were determined to canonize
these two human writings, and to set them up as the two idolatrous calves at
Dan and Beersheba?’” (Harrison, The Beginnings of Arminianism to the Synod of

Dort, 87–88, Source: Vance, The Other Side of Calvinism, 154)
6. Westminster Confession of Faith, VIII:5.
7. “As God hath appointed the elect unto glory, so hath he, by the eternal and

most free purpose of his will, foreordained all the means thereunto. Where-
fore they who are elected being fallen in Adam are redeemed by Christ, are
effectually called unto faith in Christ by his Spirit working in due season; are
justified, adopted, sanctified, and kept by his power through faith unto salva-
tion. Neither are any other redeemed by Christ, effectually called, justified,
adopted, sanctified, and saved, but the elect only.” (Ibid, III:6.)
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and permanently established the doctrines of Calvinism.
It is from this creed that the five points of Calvinism
(TULIP) were derived, and it is this creed that stands
above all others within the Calvinist camp. More than
once in this creed, Jesus’ atoning sacrifice is confined to
the elect. Christ is said to have redeemed “all those and
those only, who were from eternity chosen to salvation,
and given to him by the Father.”8 We are also told that
the “death of his Son should extend to all the elect, for
bestowing upon them alone the gift of justifying faith,
thereby to bring them infallibly to salvation.”9

It should be clear that Calvinism, in its fundamental
and original form, strongly supports the doctrine of Lim-
ited Atonement. It is the necessary, natural, and logical
conclusion of the other four points of Calvinist doc-
trine—especially of Unconditional Election and Irre-
sistible Grace. Nevertheless, there are some Calvinists
today who attempt to maintain and defend Total Deprav-
ity, Unconditional Election, Irresistible Grace, and Perse-
verance of the Saints while simultaneously denying Lim-
ited Atonement. These generally refer to themselves as
“Moderate Calvinists,” or “Four-Point Calvinists,”
because they maintain four of the five points of Calvinism
but reject the point of Limited Atonement. However,
these might more accurately be called “Confused Calvin-
ists.” It is impossible to be a Four-Point Calvinist and also
be logically consistent. As the Calvinist Robert C. Sproul
says:

I have often thought that to be a four-point Calvinist, one

8. The Canons of Dort, II:8.
9. Ibid.
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must misunderstand at least one of the five points. It is hard
for me to imagine that anyone could understand the other
four points of Calvinism and deny Limited Atonement.
There always is the possibility, however, of the happy incon-
sistency by which people hold incompatible views at the
same time.10

Limited Atonement is so firmly the logical result of
the other four points of Calvinism that some Calvinists
conclude that a rejection of Limited Atonement is indica-
tive of an individual’s complete departure from Calvin-
ism.*11 The Calvinist Arthur Custance explains, “Granted
any one of these five points, the rest must follow
inevitably; deny any one of them and the whole structure
is endangered. One cannot satisfactorily defend some
points but not others.”12 This is because, “[T]he five points
are logically related such that any one of them implies the
other four.”13 In fact, Calvinist Grover Gunn concludes,
“Prove any one of them false, and the whole system must
be abandoned.”14 Thus, the Four-Point Calvinist is truly a
“Confused Calvinist.” As the Calvinist Charles Bronson
says, “In order for one to be consistent he must hold all
five points of Calvinism.”15 The true Calvinist absolutely
believes in the doctrine of Limited Atonement.

10. Sproul, Chosen By God, 204.
11. Gerstner insists that a rejection of Limited Atonement “is actually indica-

tive of a thoroughgoing departure from Calvinism.” (Gerstner, Wrongly Divid-

ing the Word of God, 105, Source: The Other Side of Calvinism, 413-414.)
12. Custance, The Sovereignty of Grace, Ch. 5 “Calvin and Calvinism.”
13. Gunn, The Doctrines of Grace, “Grace and Salvation.”
14. Boettner, The Reformed Doctrine of Predestination, 59.
15. Bronson, The Extent of the Atonement, 19.
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Did Christ DieDid Christ Die
for Evfor Everyeryone?one?
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We have established that Calvinism maintains that Christ
did not die for everyone. This is the logical conclusion of
Calvinist doctrine, and it is the clear teaching of Calvin-
ism’s important creeds and confessions. The Calvinist
believes that instead of bearing the sins of mankind, Jesus
Christ only bore the sins of a select few. In case there is any
uncertainty whether this is truly the Calvinist position, let
us consider some statements made by influential Calvin-
ists:

“The sins of the eellectect people of God were nailed to the

cross of Christ and nnot otot otherherss.”
1 (emphasis added)

~James White

1. White, The Potter’s Freedom, 270, Source: Dave Hunt, Debating Calvin-

ism, 213.



“Why should Jesus bear the sins of men who have no

prospect of forgiveness and whose inevitable destiny, by

decree of God, is eternal perdition?”
2

~Robert Shank

“As GGod dod dototh nh not will tot will that eahat eacch inh individdividual oual of maf mankinnkindd

sshoulhould be sd be saaved,ved, so nneiteither did Hher did He will te will that Chat Chhrist srist shoulhouldd

pprrooperperlly ay annd imd immmediatediateelly die fy die foor ear eacch inh individdividual oual off

mamankinnkindd, whence it follows that, though the blood of

Christ, from its own intrinsic dignity, was sufficient for the

redemption of all men, yet, in consequence of His Father’s

appointment, He shed it intentionally, and therefore effec-

tually and immediately, for the eellect oect onlnlyy.”
3 (emphasis

added)
~Jerome Zanchius

““[The atonement of Christ] was sspecificpecificallally dy deesignsigneded

ffoor ar annd limitd limited ted too those whom the Father had given to the

Son; and it effectively accomplished ttheirheir salva-

tion.”
4 (emphasis added)

~Ben Rose

“Christ died positively and effectually to save a ccertertainain

nnuumbermber of hell-deserving sinners on whom the Father had

already set His free electing love.”
5 (emphasis added)

~W. J. Seaton

“A Christ for all is really a Christ for none!”
6

~Homer Hoeksema

Clearly the Calvinist is not embarrassed or afraid to
affirm Limited Atonement, but why does he feel it neces-

2. Shank, Life in the Son, 354.
3. Zanchius, Absolute Predestination, 19.
4. Rose, T.U.L.I.P., Source: Vance, The Other Side of Calvinism, 426.
5. Seaton, The Five Points of Calvinism, 7.
6. Hoeksema, The Five Points of Calvinism, Ch. 3 “Limited Atonement.”
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sary to believe such a doctrine? The Calvinist believes in
Limited Atonement because he concludes that if man is
unable to choose God, then God must choose man. Start-
ing with the Scripturally inaccurate idea that God did not
choose to save every man, the Calvinist surmises that it
was not necessary for Jesus to die for every man.*7 Accord-
ing to the Calvinist, when Jesus died on the cross, His
death immediately and permanently removed every sin
from every one of God’s chosen elect. Thus, had Jesus’
death been for every man, then every man would be saved,
but, according to Calvinism, this is not what God wanted.
Because the sins of the elect have already been paid for and
removed, there is no possibility that any of those individ-
uals will reject God’s salvation.

The first problem with this Calvinist perspective is the
notion that God does not want to save every man. 2 Peter
3:9 clearly refutes this thinking. This verse can be con-
sidered God’s mission statement concerning His will for
the salvation of mankind. Second Peter 3:9 clearly states,
“The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men

count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that

any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” The
Apostle Peter is teaching us that God’s will is for every
man to be saved. If God’s desire and will were the only
deciding factor in a person’s salvation, then every person
would be saved. If, as the Calvinist suggests, God acts only
according to His sovereign will and unilaterally chooses
who will be saved, then all men would be saved, and none
would perish in hell. The Holy Spirit plainly tells us

7. For a consideration of whether God chose to save every man, see the book
Along Calvin’s Road: Does Man Have Freedom to Choose? by Timothy Zebell.

1616 Timothy ZebellTimothy Zebell

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+3%3A9&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+3%3A9&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+3%3A9&version=KJV


through the words of the Apostle Peter that this is the per-
fect will of God concerning the salvation of man.

Contextually, Peter is speaking about the coming Day
of the Lord. This is the day in which the Lord Jesus Christ
will return to earth and will execute judgment against the
ungodly. With this in mind, Peter encourages the Chris-
tians to be patient and understanding. He explains that
God’s patience means that the Christians have more time
to share the gospel, and unbelievers have more time to be
saved by receiving that gospel message. God’s heart desire
is not to come and judge mankind but to save mankind.
Second Peter 3:15 says, “And account that the longsuffering

of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also

according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you;”

Understanding God’s heart is crucial in understanding
the gospel message. God’s love is revealed to us in many
ways. The Apostle Peter explains that not only has God
revealed His love by sending His Son to die, but He also
displays His love by patiently withholding judgment in
order to provide men with as much time and opportunity
as possible to receive His offer of salvation.

God did not choose some to be saved while leaving
everyone else to remain condemned in their trespasses and
sins. We can be sure of this because 2 Peter 3:9 plainly
affirms that if God had reserved the choice for Himself,
He would have chosen to save everyone, and all would be
saved.

Secondly, the Calvinist understanding of Limited
Atonement misunderstands the nature of Christ’s atone-
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ment. Calvinism confuses the atonement with its appli-
cation. We will consider this point in greater detail later.
For now, suffice it to say that the atonement and the appli-
cation of the atonement are not the same thing. Christ’s
death on the cross did not immediately and permanently
remove every sin from every believer. If this were the case,
then no Christian born after the death, burial, and resur-
rection of Jesus Christ would be born a sinner. His every
sin would already have been paid for and removed. It
would be impossible for any of the elect to ever be clas-
sified a sinner, and there would be no need for them to
accept the gospel message as God’s salvation was applied
to them even before they were born.
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The Calvinist doctrine of Limited Atonement contradicts
clear passages of Scripture such as 2 Peter 3:9, John 3:16,
and 1 John 2:2. In an attempt to justify his doctrine, the
Calvinist resorts to one of a few standard logical argu-
ments.

It should be noted that there is nothing inherently
wrong with logic. One of God’s attributes is that He is a
logical God. The very word “logic” simply means “sound
judgment” or “good thinking.”1 Certainly, God uses “good
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thinking” or “logic” when communicating truth to us.
However, to reach a conclusion that is both logically valid
and true, one must have all the necessary and accurate
data. Sometimes pieces of information are missing or dis-
torted. When this happens, we can reach a wrong con-
clusion. Man has a limited perspective. We must always
remember that God’s perspective and knowledge is infi-
nite and perfect. Consequently, if Scripture says some-
thing is true, we can be certain that it is true based upon
the purest form of logic and substantiated by God’s holy
and honest character. God’s Word will never contradict
true and accurate logic. When we attempt to explain away
clear passages of Scripture using logic that is based upon
our limited knowledge or inaccurate data, we are essen-
tially challenging the wisdom, character, and knowledge
of God.

Scripture is our primary means of determining truth.
Sometimes a person struggles to accept the truth of Scrip-
ture because he cannot explain how it is possible. Never-
theless, if God’s Word says it, then it is true. If God’s Word
says that God is sovereign and also says that man has the
freedom to choose to accept or to reject God, then both
must be true regardless of whether or not man can fully
explain it. Likewise, if God’s Word says that Jesus died for
all of mankind and also says that not every person will
be saved, then both must be true regardless of whether or
not man can fully explain it. (It should be noted that the
author believes Scripture has given us sufficient explana-
tions for these issues, but even if our minds struggle to
understand how they can be true, God expects us to trust

1. “Logic,” Webster’s New Universal Unabridged Dictionary, 1130.
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what He has said. The answer is not to depend upon a
man-made system of logic and philosophy to explain the
mind and workings of God—which is what Calvinism is.)

The first Calvinist counter to Scripture’s plain teach-
ing of an unlimited atonement is the argument of univer-
salism. In short, this states that Jesus could not have died
for every person. The Calvinist Robert C. Sproul says, “It
seems to follow from the idea of unlimited atonement that
salvation is universal.”2 The Calvinist arrives at this con-
clusion because he believes that if Jesus effectually and
permanently removed the sins of every individual through
His death on the cross, then every person must be saved,
as the Calvinist W. J. Seaton concludes, “If Christ has
paid the debt of sin, has saved, ransomed, given His life
for all men, then all men will be saved.”3 Keith Mathison,
also a Calvinist, concurs when he says, “If Christ’s death
secured salvation as Calvinism teaches, and it was also for
every man as Arminianism teaches, then we would have to
conclude that all people are saved.”4 Given that Scripture
teaches that not every person is saved (Rev. 20:11–15), the
Calvinist argues that Christ must not have died for every-
one.

Secondly, the Calvinist presents the argument of dou-
ble jeopardy. This is a legal term which means that a per-
son cannot be punished twice for the same crime. In other
words, if Jesus paid the penalty for every man’s sin on
the cross, then no person could later be judged and con-

2. Sproul, Grace Unknown, 165.
3. Seaton, The Five Points of Calvinism, 7.

4. Mathison, Dispensationalism, 59–60.
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demned to hell for those sins. The Calvinist Loraine Boet-
tner argues:

For God to have laid the sins of all men on Christ would
mean that as regards the lost He would be punishing their
sins twice, once in Christ, and then again in them. Certainly
that would be unjust. If Christ paid their debt, they are free,
and the Holy Spirit would invariably bring them to faith and
repentance.5

The third Calvinist counter to Scripture’s plain teach-
ing of an unlimited atonement is made by comparing
Christ’s atonement with the sin of Adam. Essentially, this
argument states that if every person became a sinner when
Adam sinned, then everyone for whom Christ died must
be saved. The Calvinist deduces that since not every per-
son is saved, Christ must not have died for every person.
The Calvinist Charles Hodge states it in this way:

The sin of Adam did not make the condemnation of all men
merely possible; it was the ground of their actual condemna-
tion. So the righteousness of Christ did not make the salva-
tion of men merely possible, it secured the actual salvation
of those for whom He wrought.6

However, each of these Calvinist arguments against
the Apostle John’s statement in 1 John 2:2 that Jesus Christ
died for the sins of the “whole world” fail because they
do not distinguish between the atonement and its applica-

5. Boettner, The Reformed Faith, 14.
6. Hodge, Systematic Theology, Vol. II, “For Whom Did Christ Die?”
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tion. In the mind of the Calvinist, there is no distinction
between Christ’s atonement and its application. As the
Calvinist John Owen says, “We enjoy an actual reconcilia-
tion unto God by his death.”7 Similarly, John Murray says,
“What does redemption mean? It does not mean redeema-
bility, that we are placed in a redeemable position. It means
that Christ purchased and procured redemp-
tion.”8 Finally, Arthur W. Pink explains:

To say that everything turns on the sinner’s acceptance, is to
affirm that Christ did nothing more for those who are saved
than He did for those who are lost. It is not faith which gives
divine efficacy to the blood; it was the blood which effica-
ciously purchased faith.9

Thus, in the mind of the Calvinist, Christ’s death
immediately and permanently removed every sin from
every believer whether past, present, or future believers.
More than this, a person is not saved because of repen-
tance and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Instead, today’s
Christians were saved even before their birth. Christ
saved them some 2,000 years ago on the cross. Addition-
ally, as the Calvinist Arthur W. Pink teaches, Jesus pur-
chased their faith by His death and bestows it upon them
at some point in their lives.

7. Owen, A Display of Arminianism, Ch. 9 “Of the Death of Christ and of the
Efficacy of His Merits.”

8. Murray, Redemption Accomplished and Applied, 63.
9. Pink, The Satisfaction of Christ, 264–265.
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The problem with this thinking quickly becomes appar-
ent. If a person’s sins have been forgiven even before his
birth, then how can he be classified a sinner? Here various
Calvinists have provided us with an answer. Simply put,
they believe that God’s elect have never been classified
as sinners. They have always belonged to the family of
God. As the Calvinist Dan Phillips says, “[T]he elect have
always been called sheep. Beloved, the saints of God have
never been called goats, even before they were
saved.”1 Likewise, Arthur W. Pink declares that, “the name



‘sheep’ is synonymous with ‘elect,’ for such are ‘sheep’
before they are born.”2

It may seem preposterous that the Calvinist claims he
has been justified from eternity past, but it is the natural
conclusion of the Calvinist doctrines of Limited Atone-
ment and Unconditional Election. Arthur W. Pink
explains:

The elect were “children” from all eternity and decreed to
be so unto all eternity. They did not lose their sonship by
the fall, neither by any corruption derived from that fall in
their nature. “Children” they continued, though sinful chil-
dren, and as such justly exposed to wrath. Nevertheless, this
relationship could not be revoked by any after-acts in time:
united to Christ from all eternity, they were always one with
Him.3

Consider the following Calvinist quotations which
affirm this belief that believing Christians have always
been united with Christ and justified before God:

“The elect were blest with all spiritual blessings in

Christ before the foundation of the world: and therefore

with Justification, for that is a spiritual blessing. ‘This

grace by which we are justified, was given us in Christ from

eternity, because from eternity God loved us in Christ, and

made us accepted in him.’”
4

~John Brine

1. Phillips, “The Atonement,” Source: Vance, The Other Side of Calvinism, 338.
2. Pink, The Satisfaction of Christ, 251–252.
3. Pink, Spiritual Union and Communion, 55–56.
4. Brine, A Defence of the Doctrine of Eternal Justification, 10.
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“This grace by which we are justified, was given us in

Christ from eternity, because from eternity God loved us in

Christ, and made us accepted in him.”
5

~Jerome Zanchius

“The elect of God have always been the children of

God. … There is no way that the elect have ever been the

children of Satan.”
6

~Steve Cornett

“The elect were not aware that they were the elect until

the Holy Spirit made the gospel real to them, for they were

always the children of God.”
7

~Steve Cornett

“If there is a personal election from eternity, there also

may be a personal Justification from eternity, because the

latter requires our existence no more than the former.”
8

~John Brine

“Therefore, there was never a time that the regenerate

person was not in a state of grace, because grace was given

him in Christ eternally.”
9

~W. E. Best

“The elect have a secret being in Christ and a union in

Him from eternity (II Tim. 1:9). There is a federal union

with Christ which is antecedent to all actual union and is

the source of it because the elect are in Christ as their

covenant Head.”
10

~Milburn Cockrell

5. Jerome Zanchius, De Natura Dei, Book IV, Ch. 2, Source: Brine, A Defence of

the Doctrine of Eternal Justification, 10.
6. Cornett, “The Berea Baptist Banner Forum,” 91, Source: Vance, The Other

Side of Calvinism, 361.
7. Cornett, "The Berea Baptist Banner Forum," 151, Source: Vance, The Other

Side of Calvinism, 361.
8. Brine, A Defence of the Doctrine of Eternal Justification, 17.
9. Best, Life Brought to Light, 68.
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“God’s people had a super-creation and spiritual union

with Christ before ever they had creature and natural

union with Adam; that they were blessed with all spiritual

blessings in the heavenlies in Christ (Eph. 1:3), before they

fell in Adam and became subject to all the evils of the

curse.”
11

~Arthur W. Pink

“I believe that a good understanding of God’s eternal

purpose concerning his elect will teach us that they have

always been children of God and never been the children

of the devil.”
12

~Sam Wilson

“Before God His people are justified from eternity; and

He beholds them forever as perfectly righteous in Christ,

and as such He blesses them.”
13

~Herman Hoeksema

“Paul declared clearly that the elect had been given

grace before they ever existed.”
14

~Alvin Baker

“The unregenerate elect are lost sheep, not goats. The

manifestation of their inherited fallen nature may be as

bad as any of the non-elect, and they certainly are deserv-

ing of God’s wrath; but they are not, were not, children of

the devil.”
15

10. Cockrell, “Chosen in Christ,” 23, Source: Vance, The Other Side of Calvin-

ism, 360.
11. Pink, The Doctrines of Election and Justification, 66.
12. Wilson, “The Baptist Examiner Forum I,” 4, Source: Vance, The Other Side

of Calvinism, 361.
13. Hoeksema, The Wonder of Grace, Ch. 9 “Converted By Grace.”
14. Baker, Berkouwer’s Doctrine of Election, 102, Source: Vance, The Other Side of

Calvinism, 360.
15. Lenegar, “The Baptist Examiner Forum I,” 4, Source: Vance, The Other Side

of Calvinism, 361.
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~John Lenegar

A strong opponent of Calvinism, Laurence Vance
observes:

Consider the implications of this teaching: (1) The “elect”
were “in Christ” before the foundation of the world. (2) the
“elect” fell out of Christ and became lost “in Adam.” (3) The
“elect” got back “in Christ” at the cross. (4) The “elect” fell
out of Christ again so they could be born “in sin.” (5) The
“elect” got back “in Christ” when God applied Irresistible
Grace to them and they got saved. But if the “elect” fell out
of Christ even once, what is to prevent them from falling
again?16

Laurence Vance presents us with a valid observation.
In order to believe that the elect have always been God’s
sheep, one must conclude that the elect have a habit of
falling away from Christ. The implications of this doctrine
are absurd.

If a person has always been considered a sheep and jus-
tified before God, then he has always been saved. Con-
sequently, when a person accepts the gospel message, it
cannot be that God is saving him at that time. Arthur Cus-
tance explains:

As is clear from John 10:26 we must already be Christ’s sheep
to be believers. The lord did not say, “Ye are not my sheep
because ye believe not,” but “ye believe not because ye are
not of my sheep”—which is a very different thing. Faith is

16. Vance, The Other Side of Calvinism, 262.
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not the cause of this life but the proof of it. We are not
saved because we believe, but we believe because we are of
his sheep.17

Really? “We are not saved because we believe, but we
believe because we are of his sheep”? Have Christians been
saved from eternity past? Is it true that we are not saved
because of faith? Is Custance correct when he says that
faith is not the cause of our salvation but merely the proof
of it? What about John Gill who says, “There must be first
a vital union to Christ, before there can be any believing
in him.”?18

When we turn to Scripture, we do not see these teach-
ings. We certainly do not see them in Romans 10:9–10:

That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt

believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou

shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteous-

ness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

The Apostle Paul, speaking under the inspiration of the
Holy Spirit, teaches in Romans 10:9–10 that a person is
made righteous because he believes.

Scripture teaches that no person is made righteous and
given salvation apart from a personal belief in Jesus Christ.
When the Calvinist says that we believe because we are
saved, he has made the mistake of inverting God’s formula
for salvation. A person must believe befbefoorree he can be saved.

17. Custance, The Sovereignty of Grace, Ch. 9 “Irresistible Grace.”
18. Gill, "The Doctrines of God's Everlasting Love to His Elect."
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Consider this: If the elect are saved, made righteous,
and considered children of God even before they are born,
then what is the purpose of evangelism? What is the pur-
pose of praying a prayer of repentance? What is the pur-
pose of praying for a person’s salvation? There can only
be one answer to these questions: There is no purpose. It
does not matter if we evangelize because God has already
chosen and saved His elect.*19*20 It does not matter if we
pray for an individual’s salvation, because God has either
already saved him, or God will never save that person.*21 It
does not matter if we pray a prayer of repentance because
our sins have either already been forgiven or will never be
forgiven.*22*23

19. Jerome Zanchius says, “We assert that the number of the elect, and also of
the reprobate, is so fixed and determinate that neither can be augmented or
diminished.” (Zanchius, Absolute Predestination, 58.)

20. John Brine concludes, “Before God His people are justified from eternity;
and He beholds them forever as perfectly righteous in Christ, and as such He
blesses them.” (Hoeksema, The Wonder of Grace, Ch. 9 “Converted By
Grace.”)

21. David West declares, “Prayer does not change things, nor does prayer
change God or His mind.” Also, Dan Phillips explains, “What God has pre-
destinated to be will always come to pass as He has purposed, and all the
praying one can muster will not change that. No, prayer does not change
things; however, it does change us.” (West, “The Baptist Examiner Forum II,”
5, Source: Vance, The Other Side of Calvinism, 276–277.)

22. “The elect were blest with all spiritual blessings in Christ before the foun-
dation of the world: and therefore with Justification, for that is a spiritual
blessing. ‘This grace by which we are justified, was given us in Christ from
eternity, because from eternity God loved us in Christ, and made us accepted
in him.’” (Brine, A Defence of the Doctrine of Eternal Justification, 10.)

23. “Why should Jesus bear the sins of men who have no prospect of forgive-
ness and whose inevitable destiny, by decree of God, is eternal perdition?”
(Shank, Life in the Son, 354.)
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If Christ’s death meant the immediate and permanent
removal of the elect’s sins, then God’s command to evan-
gelize is futile, and the Apostle Paul’s teaching that salva-
tion follows personal belief in Christ is wrong. We know
that God does not give us futile commands, and His Word
is without error. Instead, we are compelled to conclude
that the Calvinist teaching that Christ’s atonement and its
application are synonymous must be wrong.

The Bible distinguishes between Christ’s sacrifice of
atonement and the application of that atonement. The
Apostle Paul understood this and taught it in his epistles.
Before looking at this, let us first review what the Apostle
Paul taught regarding how a person is saved.

Rather than teach that the Christians to whom he was
writing had always been “sheep” in God’s eyes from eter-
nity past and considered righteous through the blood of
Christ, Paul taught that they were wicked, destined for
hell, and in need of the saving grace of Christ. 1 Corinthi-
ans 6:9–11 says:

Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of

God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adul-

terers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind,

Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extor-

tioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of

you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in

the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.

Also, Ephesians 2:1–5 says:
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And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;

Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this

world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit

that now worketh in the children of disobedience: Among whom

also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our

flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were

by nature the children of wrath, even as others. But God, who is

rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, Even when

we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by

grace ye are saved;)

Paul reminds them that they were “children of wrath”
who “were dead in trespasses and sins” and “walked
according to the prince of the power of the air.” The
Christians to whom Paul is writing were originally wicked
and destined for hell, but they were taught about Christ
and the need to repent of their sins. Ephesians 4:20–24
says:

But ye have not so learned Christ; If so be that ye have heard him,

and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus: That ye put

off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is cor-

rupt according to the deceitful lusts; And be renewed in the spirit

of your mind; And that ye put on the new man, which after God is

created in righteousness and true holiness.

In the book of Romans, the Apostle Paul explains how
a person can be saved. He makes it clear that salvation
depends upon the individual’s belief in Christ Jesus and
upon the repentance of that individual. Romans 10:9–10
says:
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That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt

believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou

shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteous-

ness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

In the book of Ephesians, the Apostle Paul reminds
the Christians at Ephesus that they were saved when they
heard the gospel message and believed in Jesus. At that
moment, they were included in Christ and given the Holy
Spirit to permanently indwell them as a deposit guarantee-
ing their salvation. Ephesians 1:13–14 says:

In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the

gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye

were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, Which is the earnest of

our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession,

unto the praise of his glory.

When this happened—they heard the gospel message and
accepted it by faith—the Holy Spirit baptized them into
the body of Christ. 1 Corinthians 12:13 says, “For by one

Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or

Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made

to drink into one Spirit.” It was at this time of being baptized
by the Holy Spirit into the body of Christ that their spirits
were renewed and born again. In other words, it was at this
time that they received salvation. Titus 3:5 says, “He saved

us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy

Ghost;”

In review, the Christians to whom Paul writes his epis-
tles were not “sheep” before they were born. Instead, they
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were wicked, lost, dead in trespasses and sins, children of
wrath, living according to the devil, and destined to hell.
They had not yet received salvation, having not yet been
renewed in their spirits or born again. However, they were
taught the gospel message, they accepted it by faith, and
they repented of their sins. Consequently, at the moment
that they received the gospel message by faith, the Holy
Spirit baptized them into the body of Christ and renewed
their spirits. According to Titus 3:5, it was when they were
baptized by the Holy Spirit into the body of Christ that
they were born again and given salvation.

Understanding these things which the Apostle Paul
taught regarding a person’s salvation, we can now examine
Romans 6:3–4:

Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ

were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by

baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead

by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness

of life.

The Apostle Paul teaches that the point at which we are
united with Christ in His death is the point at which we
are baptized into the body of Christ Jesus. In other words,
as we have already seen, we are united with Christ in His
death only aftafterer we have accepted the gospel message by
faith and repented of our sins. It cannot be otherwise
because Scripture plainly teaches in Ephesians 4:4–5 that
we only experience one spiritual baptism, “There is … One

Lord, one faith, one baptism,”

This means that Christ’s atoning sacrifice and its appli-
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cation must be different. If the Calvinist is correct when
he claims that we were considered united with Christ in
His death at the time of His sacrifice on the cross, then
Paul’s teaching is wrong. According to the Calvinist,
Christ immediately and permanently paid the penalty for
our sins when He was on the cross. Thus, today’s Chris-
tians were born into this world already united with Christ
in His death. However, Paul teaches that we are not united
with Christ in His death until after we hear the gospel
message, receive it by faith, and repent of our sins. Paul
teaches that our union with Christ in His death occurs
not at the time of Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, but when
we accept the gospel message of salvation by faith. At that
moment, we are baptized by the Holy Spirit into the body
of Christ and are united with Christ in His death. Thus,
according to the Apostle Paul who was writing under the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, the atonement of Christ is
not applied to an individual apart from that person’s per-
sonal faith, repentance, and acceptance of Christ’s sacrifi-
cial atonement.

It is crucial that we realize Christ’s death on the cross
did not immediately and permanently atone for the sins
of any who had not already accepted Him as Lord. He did
immediately atone for the sins of the Old Testament saints
who had already placed their trust in Him, but Christ’s
atonement was not applied to any who had not yet
believed upon Him. Instead, just as we see in the Old Tes-
tament picture of Christ in the Passover lamb, Christ
made the sacrifice which could then be applied to any who
would choose Him.

Remember that at the time of the Passover, it was not
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sufficient merely to sacrifice the lamb. The Angel of Death
did not pass by any house simply because a lamb had been
sacrificed. Instead, after the sacrifice had been made, the
blood had to be applied to the doorpost. It was only those
households that had applied the blood that received sal-
vation from the Angel of Death. J. Edwin Hartill explains
how this typifies Christ’s atonement:

The blood must be sprinkled on the two sides and above
the door. Something must be done with the blood. Some
say that if Jesus died for the world, the world must be saved.
They forget that the blood must be applied. It takes more
than the shedding of blood to save a sinner. There must be a
personal appropriation. The blood must be put on the door
in the form of a cross.

1) Blood in the Lamb—Incarnation.
2) Blood in the basin—Death.
3) Blood on the door—Application.24

It is important to note that the individuals had to apply
the blood to their own homes. God did not do this for
them. It was their own decision to make. Likewise, Christ,
as the sacrificial lamb, has been slain, but we must choose
to apply His blood to our hearts if we are to receive salva-
tion. Exodus 12:7 and 13 says:

And ttheyhey sshallhall ttakakee of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts

and on the upper door post of the houses … And the blood shall be

to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when I see the

blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to

destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt. (emphasis added)

24. Hartill, Principles of Biblical Hermeneutics, 49.
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Inevitably, when someone begins to teach that salvation
follows repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, the
Calvinist counters with the claim that this is nothing more
than a works-based salvation. Ephesians 2:8–9 is quickly
quoted as Scriptural proof that a person cannot be saved
because of anything he does, “For by grace are ye saved

through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not

of works, lest any man should boast.” The Calvinist wrongly
claims that if we must have faith and be repentant in order
to be saved, then we are saved because of our own works.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+2%3A8%E2%80%939&version=KJV


First, we must recall what the Apostle Paul writes in
Romans 10:9–10:

That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt

believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou

shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteous-

ness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

The Apostle Paul very clearly teaches that man is made
righteous as a result of his belief in the death, burial, and
resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. Likewise, he teaches
that we are given salvation as a result of confessing our
sins and our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Scripture can-
not more plainly teach that righteousness and salvation
are a result of a person’s repentance and belief in Christ
Jesus.

As we considered earlier, the Calvinist is confused
about the role of faith in a person’s salvation. Calvinism
teaches that faith follows salvation. Recall Arthur W. Pink
who claims that:

To say that everything turns on the sinner’s acceptance, is to
affirm that Christ did nothing more for those who are saved
than He did for those who are lost. It is not faith which gives
divine efficacy to the blood; it was the blood which effica-
ciously purchased faith.1

Nevertheless, the Apostle Paul contradicts Calvinism
when he openly states that salvation follows a person’s
faith.

1. Pink, The Satisfaction of Christ, 264–265.
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Secondly, Scripture does not teach that a person’s faith
is a work. The Calvinist argument is dependent upon
defining faith in God as a work, and thus an act which is
separate from our salvation. However, the key Calvinist
proof text does not support this position but rather refutes
it. Ephesians 2:8–9 does say that a person is not saved by
works, but it also says that a person is saved by faith. Eph-
esians 2:8–9 clarifies that God does not consider faith to be
a work, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not

of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man

should boast.” If a person is saved by faith, and if salvation
is not by works, then saving faith cannot be considered a
work. The Calvinist conclusion that faith is a work cannot
be derived from these verses of Scripture. It is an obvious
twisting of plain Scripture to say that faith is a work. Paul,
writing by the power of the Holy Spirit, makes it perfectly
clear that man is not saved by his own works, but is saved
by faith. Therefore, the only right and proper conclusion
is that faith is not considered a work by Almighty God.

Likewise, Romans 4:2–5 distinguishes faith from
works:

For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory;

but not before God. For what saith the scripture? Abraham

believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness. Now

to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt.

But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the

ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.

The Apostle Paul informs us that had Abraham been
saved by works, Abraham could have boasted in himself.
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Instead, Abraham was saved by faith apart from works.
The Apostle Paul then concludes that righteousness is
given to those who do not work but simply believe upon
Christ. Clearly, God does not consider faith to be a work.

Consider the absurdity of Romans 4:4–5 if “believe”
really means “works.” The passage would then read, “Now

to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of

debt. But to him that worketh not, but instead [[woworrksks]], his faith is

counted for righteousness.” Likewise, consider how Romans
4:2–3 would read if “believe” really means “works.” The
passage would then read, “For if Abraham were justified by

works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God. For what

saith the scripture? Abraham [[woworrkked]ed], and it was counted unto

him for righteousness.”

Scripture teaches that salvation is apart from works
and that man cannot earn his salvation through his own
efforts. However, belief in something is not a work or an
effort. Belief is a choice. Man simply chooses to believe
God, and God gives him salvation. Both the Apostle Paul
and James remind their readers that Abraham’s salvation
depended upon his belief in God:

• Romans 4:3, “For what saith the scripture?

Abraham bebelievedlieved God, and it was counted unto

him for righteousness.” (emphasis added)
• Galatians 3:6, “Even as Abraham bebelievedlieved God,

and it was accounted to him for righteousness.”

(emphasis added)
• James 2:23, “And the scripture was fulfilled

which saith, Abraham bebelievedlieved God, and it was
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imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was

called the Friend of God.” (emphasis added)

Also, both Paul and James emphasize the importance of
faith regarding salvation. Apart from faith, no man can be
saved. Scripture repeatedly declares that salvation follows
an individual’s personal belief in Christ:

• Romans 10:9–10 plainly states that salvation
depends upon a person’s belief in Christ:

That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord

Jesus, and shalt bebelievelieve in thine heart that God hath

raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with

the heart man bebelievetlievethh unto righteousness; and with

the mouth confession is made unto salvation. (empha-
sis added)

• Romans 10:13–14 reminds us that a person
must first believe before he can call upon the
name of the Lord and be saved:

For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord

shall be saved. How then shall they call on him in

whom they have not believed? and how shall they

believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how

shall they hear without a preacher?

• In Acts 16:30–31, the Apostle Paul tells the
jailer that salvation depends upon a person’s
belief in Christ:

And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I

do to be saved? And they said, BeBelievelieve on the Lord
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Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.

(emphasis added)

• Elsewhere in Acts, the Ethiopian Eunich
asks Philip what should hinder him from
being baptized. We know that baptism is an
outward display of the work that Christ does
in a person’s life to save him. Consequently,
Philip answers him by essentially saying that
the Eunich can be baptized if he is truly
saved, and that salvation comes by believing
Christ. Acts 8:36–37:

And as they went on their way, they came unto a cer-

tain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water;

what doth hinder me to be baptized? And Philip said,

If thou bebelievelievestst with all thine heart, thou mayest. And

he answered and said, I bebelievelieve that Jesus Christ is the

Son of God. (emphasis added)

• Jesus Christ Himself announced that
salvation is a matter of belief upon Him.
Referring to Himself as the light, Jesus said
in John 12:36:

While ye have light, bebelievelieve in the light, that ye may

be the children of light. These things spake Jesus, and

departed, and did hide himself from them. (emphasis
added)

• Hebrews 11:6 teaches that before a person
can come to God, he must first believe:

But without ffaitaithh it is impossible to please him: for he
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that cometh to God must bebelievelieve that he is, and that he

is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. (empha-
sis added)

• The Apostle John concludes his gospel by
clarifying the necessity of personal faith for
salvation. John 20:31:

But these are written, that ye might bebelievelieve that Jesus is

the Christ, the Son of God; and that bebelievinglieving ye might

have life through his name. (emphasis added)

• In his testimony, the Apostle Paul states that
salvation is the result of a personal belief in
Christ. 1 Timothy 1:16:

Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first

Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, for a

pattern to them which should hereafter bebelievelieve on him

to life everlasting. (emphasis added)

• The Apostle Paul reminds his readers that
we have a glorious hope of rising again from
the dead, but this hope of salvation rests
upon a belief in Christ. 1 Thessalonians 4:14:

For if we bebelievelieve that Jesus died and rose again, even so

them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.

(emphasis added)

• The Apostle Paul clarifies that Jesus’ promise
of salvation is only effectual for those who
believe upon Him. Galatians 3:22:
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But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the

promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them

that bebelievelieve. (emphasis added)

• Teaching that righteousness will be imputed
only upon those who believe God, the
Apostle Paul says in Romans 4:22–24:

And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness.

Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was

imputed to him; But for us also, to whom it shall be

imputed, if we bebelievelieve on him that raised up Jesus our

Lord from the dead; (emphasis added)

• In an effort to remove all doubt, the Apostle
Paul specifies that God chose to save men
through faith. Personal belief in Jesus Christ
is a crucial aspect of the gospel message.
Galatians 3:8:

And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the

heathen tthhrrougoughh ffaitaithh, preached before the gospel unto

Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed.

(emphasis added)

In order to maintain the Calvinist understanding that
“belief” or “faith” is truly a work, one must ignore a
plethora of Scripture. Ephesians 2:8–9 and Romans 4:4–5
must be completely ignored. These passages plainly state
that faith is not a work. Beyond this, a blind eye must
be turned toward numerous other passages scattered
throughout the New Testament which repeatedly assert
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that salvation comes as a result of an individual’s belief in
Christ.
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Nowhere in the many passages of Scripture that we just
examined do we find any limitations placed upon who is
capable of believing in Jesus Christ. The reason for this is
that Scripture teaches that Christ died for everyone. The
death of Christ was universal in that the salvation that
He can provide is made available to anyone who will sim-
ply choose to receive it. Only the application of Christ’s
atoning sacrifice is limited. The limitations are not based
upon whom God chooses to save but are based upon who
chooses to receive Christ’s offer of salvation. Just as we
saw that the sacrifice of the Passover lamb in the Old Tes-
tament was not all that was necessary to save anyone, so
also the sacrifice of Christ, apart from faith, is not suf-
ficient for a person’s salvation. As the Israelites were
expected to choose to apply the blood of the lamb to their



doorposts, so also each and every person is expected to
choose to apply Christ’s blood to their hearts through
faith in Him.

The common theme of Scripture is that Christ died for
every person in order to make the offer of salvation avail-
able to everyone who would choose to accept it:

“For God so loved the woworrlldd, that he gave his only

begotten Son, that wwhohossoeveroever believeth in him should not

perish, but have everlasting life.” (emphasis added)
~John 3:16

“My little children, these things write I unto you, that

ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with

the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: And he is the propi-

tiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the

sins of the wwhoholle woe worrlldd.” (emphasis added)
~1 John 2:1–2

“There was a man sent from God, whose name was

John. The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the

Light, that all mall menen through him might believe. He was not

that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. That

was the true Light, which lighteth every maevery mann that cometh

into the world.” (emphasis added)
~John 1:6–9

“The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and

saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin

of the woworrlldd.” (emphasis added)
~John 1:29

“I am the living bread which came down from heaven:

if aanny may mann eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the

bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the

life of the woworrlldd.” (emphasis added)
~John 6:51
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“In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood

and cried, saying, If aanny may mann thirst, let him come unto me,

and drink.” (emphasis added)
~John 7:37

“And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw allall

mmenen unto me.” (emphasis added)
~John 12:32

“And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent

the Son to be the Saviour of the woworrlldd. WWhohossoeveroever shall

confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him,

and he in God.” (emphasis added)
~1 John 4:14

“WWhohossoeveroever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of

God: and every one that loveth him that begat loveth him

also that is begotten of him.” (emphasis added)
~1 John 5:1

“For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our

Saviour; Who will have all mall menen to be saved, and to come

unto the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and

one mediator between God and men, the man Christ

Jesus; Who gave himself a ransom for allall, to be testified in

due time.” (emphasis added)
~1 Timothy 2:3–6

“For therefore we both labour and suffer reproach,

because we trust in the living God, who is the Saviour of

all mall menen, specially of those that believe.” (emphasis added)
~1 Timothy 4:10

“To him give all the prophets witness, that through his

name wwhohossoeveroever believeth in him shall receive remission of

sins.” (emphasis added)
~Acts 10:43

“And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but
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now commandeth all mall men every wen every wherheree to repent:”

(emphasis added)
~Acts 17:30

“But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent

forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, TToo

rrededeem teem them them that werhat were ue unndder ter the lahe laww, that we might

receive the adoption of sons.” (emphasis added)
~Galatians 4:4–5

“Whom we preach, warning every maevery mann, and teaching

every maevery mann in all wisdom; that we may present every maevery mann

perfect in Christ Jesus:” (emphasis added)
~Colossians 1:28

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is

the power of God unto salvation to every oevery onne te thathat

bebelievetlievethh; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” (empha-
sis added)

~Romans 1:16

“For when we were yet without strength, in due time

CChhrist died frist died foor tr the uhe ungngodlodlyy.” (emphasis added)
~Romans 5:6

“Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came

upon all mall menen to condemnation; even so by the righteous-

ness of one the free gift came upon all mall menen unto justifica-

tion of life.” (emphasis added)
~Romans 5:18

“That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord

Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised

him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart

man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth con-

fession is made unto salvation. For the scripture saith,

WWhohossoeveroever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. For

there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for

the same Lord over all is rich unto allall that call upon him.
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For wwhohossoeveroever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall

be saved.” (emphasis added)
~Romans 10:9–13

“For the Son of man is come to seek and to ssaave tve thathat

wwhichich was lh was loostst.” (emphasis added)
~Luke 19:10

“For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath

appeared to all mall menen,” (emphasis added)
~Titus 2:11

“For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we

thus judge, that if one died for allall, then were allall dead: And

that he died for allall, that they which live should not hence-

forth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for

them, and rose again.” (emphasis added)
~2 Corinthians 5:14

“And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him

that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come.

And wwhohossoeveroever will, let him take the water of life freely.”

(emphasis added)
~Revelation 22:17

““AllAll we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned

every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him

the iniquity of us allall.” (emphasis added)
~Isaiah 53:6

“But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than

the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory

and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death

for every maevery mann.” (emphasis added)
~Hebrews 2:9

“The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some

men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not

willing that aannyy should perish, but that allall should come to

repentance.” (emphasis added)
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~2 Peter 3:9
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There is no shortage of references to prove that Jesus died
for everyone in order to make the offer of salvation avail-
able to all mankind. Understanding that salvation
depends upon a personal faith in Jesus Christ, and under-
standing that Jesus’ atoning sacrifice and its application
are not the same thing, let us return to the question of
whether Jesus died for everyone. We have seen that the
Calvinist insistence upon a limited atonement rests pri-
marily upon arguments which confuse Christ’s sacrifice
with its application. We have also seen that the Calvinist is
confused regarding the role of faith in a person’s salvation.
Thus, it should not be surprising to learn that the Calvin-



ist is also confused about the definition of certain words in
Scripture.

One such word is “world.” When the non-Calvinist
proclaims that “world” in passages such as John 3:16 means
“all mankind,” the Calvinist is quick to reply that “world”
can have various meanings in Scripture. He will generally
turn to a number of passages where “world” cannot possi-
bly mean “all mankind,” such as 1 John 5:19 or Revelation
12:9. The ridiculous and intellectually dishonest assump-
tion is made that the non-Calvinist must believe that
“world” always means “all mankind” without any excep-
tions. This is not true. It is nothing more than a Straw
Man argument. Everyone—Calvinist and non-Calvinist
alike—understands that “world” can have varying mean-
ings depending upon the surrounding context.

The Calvinist will often redefine the word “world” to
mean “the elect.” In other words, “world” means “those
whom God chose to save from eternity past.” The Calvin-
ist John Flavel explains, “[T]he word ‘World’ is put to sig-
nify the elect, because they are scattered through all parts,
and are among all ranks of men in the world; these are the
objects of this love …”1*2*3 Arthur W. Pink verbalizes the
general consensus among Calvinists when he says, “The

1. Flavel, The Whole Works of the Reverend Mr. John Flavel, Vol. I, Sermon 4
“The Fountain of Life,” 64.

2. In Scripture, when God identifies a group of people who have been scat-
tered throughout the world, God uses language which is clear (John 11:51–52;
James 1:1). If Jesus had intended to say that God loved His people scattered
throughout the world, He would have done so. Some, however, further
restrict “world” to mean the Gentiles in particular. John Gill explains that
“world” in John 3:16 is, “[T]he Gentiles particularly, and God’s elect among
them, are meant; who are often called ‘the world,’ and ‘the whole world,’ and
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‘world’ in John 3:16 must, in the final analysis, refer to
the world of God’s people. Must we say, for there is no
other alternative solution.”4*5 However, this is not an accu-
rate definition. According to the Strong’s lexicon, “world”
is the Greek word “kosmos” and means “adorning or world
(in a wide or narrow sense, including its inhabitants).” It is
telling that the Calvinist, Arthur W. Pink, states emphat-
ically that the word “world” in “the final analysis” must
refer to “the world of God’s people.” He further states that
“there is no other alternative solution.” Incredible as it
may seem, Arthur W. Pink and other Calvinists insist that
the term “world” must be defined according to their sys-
tem of belief rather than simply accept the literal defini-
tion of the word.

It is true that the term “world” can be used in a variety

‘the nations of the world,’ as distinct from the Jews ...” (McMahon, The Two

Wills of God, 206.)
3. Remember the context of John 3:16. We find this verse as part of Jesus’

explanation to Nicodemus about being born again. Why would Jesus tell a
Jewish Pharisee that he must be born again because God’s love for the Gen-
tile elect is so great that God sent His Son to die for the Gentile elect? If
“world” is referring to the “Gentile believers particularly” and is “distinct
from the Jews” as John Gill teaches, then it would make no sense for Jesus to
cite this as the reason why Nicodemus must be born again.

4. Pink, The Sovereignty of God, 251.
5. It appears as though Arthur Pink has based his interpretation of this text

upon his desired application of this text. He has forgotten the Application
Principle: “The principle by which an application of truth may be made only
after the correct interpretation has been learned. This means that when you
study the Bible you must first seek the proper interpretation of the text, the
exact meaning always, and the literal meaning. You ought never to take a text
and preach on it without examining the words of the text. Discover—(1)
Why that passage was given. (2) What was the original purpose of God in
writing the Scripture. (3) What was in the mind of God when He caused it to
be written.” (Hartill, Principles of Biblical Hermeneutics, 44.)
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of ways. It can be intended to mean such things as the
physical planet, the entire population of the earth, a large
geographic region, or a concept. To understand whether
the word “world” is intended in a wide or narrow sense,
one must look at the surrounding context. As is true with
most biblical interpretation, the context is the most
important factor in drawing a correct interpreta-
tion.*6*7 As Lockhart teaches, “The context is the key to
the meaning.”8

Even though the word “world” appears throughout
Scripture in a variety of different senses, in no place does it
ever mean “the elect.” A few Calvinists have been honest
enough to admit this fact. Rienk Kuiper says, “It is doubt-
ful whether anywhere in Scripture the world is identified
with the elect.”9 George Smeaton, in referring to “world”
in 2 Corinthians 5:19, concludes, “Here it does not mean
the world of believers—a sense in which, so far as I know,
it does not occur—but the world of mankind as one day
standing out to view.”10

6. “Context is the single most important factor in correct interpretation. The
context for each verse of the Bible is the Bible itself.” (Mock, Bible Study Meth-

ods and Rules of Interpretation, 53.)
7. The Context Principle: “That principle by which God gives light upon a

subject through either near or remote passages bearing upon the same theme.
Every sentence or verse in the Bible has something that precedes it and some-
thing that follows it—except Gen. 1:1 and Rev. 22:21. Every verse must be
studied in the light of its context. Never take a verse out of its setting and
give it a foreign meaning. ... The near context will throw light on scripture
and explain passages that are dark and difficult to understand. ... Sometimes
the context is very near the verse ... Everything, however, should be studied
in the light of the whole Bible. ... compare scripture with scripture.” (Hartill,
Principles of Biblical Hermeneutics, 79–80, 82.)

8. Hartill, Principles of Biblical Hermeneutics, 80.
9. Kuiper, God-Centered Evangelism, 23.
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The error in the Calvinist redefinition of the term
“world” to mean “the elect” quickly becomes apparent
when applied to various passages of Scripture. Listed
below are a number of verses in which the word “world”
and its pronouns have been replaced with the Calvinist
definition of “the elect.” Note the obvious contradictions
and the clear errors which arise when this definition of
“world” is applied to these passages:

“And this is the condemnation, that light is come into

the [[eellectect]], and men loved darkness rather than light,

because their deeds were evil.”

~John 3:19

“Then Jesus said unto them, My time is not yet come:

but your time is alway ready. The [[eellectect]] cannot hate you;

but me [[tthehe eellectect]] hateth, because I testify of [[tthehe eellectect]], that

the works thereof are evil.”

~John 7:6–7

“Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that

thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the [[eellectect]]?”

~John 14:22

“I pray for them: I pray not for the [[eellectect]], but for them

which thou hast given me; for they are thine.”

~John 17:9

“And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours

only, but also for the sins of the whole [[eellectect]].”

~1 John 2:2

“Love not the [[eellectect]], neither the things that are in the

[[eellectect]]. If any man love the [[eellectect]], the love of the Father is

not in him.”

10. Smeaton, The Doctrine of the Atonement According to the Apostles, 220,
Source: Vance, The Other Side of Calvinism, 437.
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~1 John 2:15

“For all that is in the [[eellectect]], the lust of the flesh, and the

lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but

is of the [[eellectect]].”

~1 John 2:16

“Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed

upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore

the [[eellectect]] knoweth us not, because [[tthehe eellectect]] knew him

not.”

~1 John 3:1

“In this was manifested the love of God toward us,

because that God sent his only begotten Son into the [[eellectect]],

that we might live through him.”

~1 John 4:9

“And we know that we are of God, and the whole [[eellectect]]

lieth in wickedness.”

~1 John 5:19

This is only a small selection of the available passages
in which the word “world” absolutely cannot mean “the
elect.” Of course, the Calvinist may argue that he does not
believe the word “world” in all of these passages means
“the elect.” Certainly this must be the case. However, if
the word “world” does not have to mean “the elect” in
each of these passages, then why must it mean the elect in
passages such as John 3:16 and 1 John 4:14? The answer to
this question is very simply that it must mean the elect in
order to fit Calvinist doctrine. The Calvinist has no reser-
vations about redefining words to fit his doctrine. How-
ever, as those who trust the Word of God, believing it to
be the sole rule of our faith, we must build our doctrine
upon the clear teaching of the Bible instead of molding the
Bible to fit our doctrine.
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Consider 1 John 4:14, “And we have seen and do testify

that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the [[eellectect]].”

To replace the word “world” with “the elect” seems to fit
nicely into the Calvinist doctrine that Christ only died
for a select few. However, we need only progress another
eleven verses before we encounter a serious problem with
this substitutionary definition of the word “world.” 1 John
5:4–5 says, “For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the

[[eellectect]]: and this is the victory that overcometh the [[eellectect]], even our

faith. Who is he that overcometh the [[eellectect]], but he that believeth

that Jesus is the Son of God?”

Clearly the Apostle John does not intend the word
“world” in 1 John 5:4–5 to mean “the elect.” However, there
is no textual indication that he is using the term here in
any different sense than he uses it in 1 John 4:14. Thus,
1 John 4:14 must mean that Jesus died to save the whole
world, not just the elect. 1 John 2:2 further confirms this,
“And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but

also for the sins of the wwhoholle woe worrlldd.” (emphasis added)

Just because the Calvinist thinks that it would better
fit his doctrinal system for the word “world” to mean “the
elect” in certain passages of Scripture does not give him,
or anybody else, the right to simply change God’s intended
definition of the word. Nowhere in Scripture does the
word “world” mean “the elect.” In the Gospel of John,
the Apostle uses the word “world” eighty times in fifty-
nine verses. When we examine these passages, it becomes
apparent that “world” cannot mean “the elect.” Consider
the following passages:
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The world knew not Christ (John 1:10)
The world hates Christ (John 7:7)
The world’s works are evil (John 7:7)
Unsaved Jews were of this world (John 8:23)
Satan is the prince of this world (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11)
Christ’s own are distinguished from the world (John

13:1; 14:19, 22)
The world cannot receive the Holy Spirit (John 14:17)
The world hates the disciples (John 15:18; 17:14)
The disciples were not of the world (John 15:19; 17:16)
The world brings tribulation (John 16:33)
The disciples were chosen out of the world (John 17:6)
Christ prayed not for the world (John 17:9)
Christ is not of the world (John 17:16)
The disciples were sent into the world (John 17:18)
The world did not know God (John 17:25)
Christ’s kingdom is not of this world (John 18:36)11

In a similar fashion, the Apostle John uses the word
“world” twenty-three times in seventeen verses through-
out the book of 1 John. As in the Gospel of John, “world”
never means “the elect.” Consider the following passages:

We are commanded to “love not the world” (1 John 2:15)
The world is full of lust (1 John 2:16)
The world will pass away (1 John 2:17)
The world knows neither Christ nor the Christian (1

John 3:1)
The “spirit of antichrist” is in the world (1 John 4:3)
We have overcome the world (1 John 5:4)12

11. Vance, The Other Side of Calvinism, 435.
12. Ibid, 441.

6060 Timothy ZebellTimothy Zebell

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A10&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+7%3A7&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+7%3A7&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+8%3A23&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12%3A31&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A30&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+16%3A11&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+13%3A1&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+13%3A1&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A19%2C+22&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A17&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15%3A18&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17%3A14&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15%3A19&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17%3A16&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+16%3A33&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17%3A6&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17%3A9&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17%3A16&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17%3A18&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17%3A25&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+18%3A36&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+2%3A15&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+2%3A16&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+2%3A17&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+3%3A1&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+3%3A1&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+4%3A3&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+5%3A4&version=KJV


Not only does the word “world” not mean “the elect”
in either the Gospel of John or the book of 1 John, it is
a term which is generally disparaged. We repeatedly find
that it has a negative or sinful connotation. Often it is
contrasted against that which is spiritual or those who
are Christians. But it is not only the Apostle John who
uses the term “world” in this fashion. The Apostle Paul
also generally disparages the word “world” in his writings.
Sixty-nine times in sixty-one verses the word “world”
appears in the Pauline epistles. Never does it mean “the
elect.” Consider the following passages:

The world by wisdom knew not God (1 Cor. 1:21)
The wisdom of this world is disparaged (1 Cor. 2:6, 3:19)
The princes of this world crucified Christ (1 Cor. 2:8)
The spirit of the world is disparaged (1 Cor. 2:12)
The saints shall judge the world (1 Cor. 6:2)
Satan is the god of this world (2 Cor. 4:4)
The world is evil (Gal. 1:4)
The elements of the world are warned against (Col.

2:20)13

Much time could be spent examining the abundant
ways in which the Calvinist definition of “world” as mean-
ing “the elect” can be easily refuted. However, we will con-
template only a few more examples.

13. Ibid, 437.
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“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,

that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have

everlasting life.”

~John 3:16

This is quite possibly the most beloved verse in all of
Scripture. In this verse, we are reminded of the overflow-
ing love and compassion that God has for us. Not only
this, but we see how magnificent is God’s mercy and for-
giveness towards sinners. Entire books have been written
on this single verse, and countless sermons have been
preached. Unfortunately, some of these books and ser-
mons have been Calvinist arguments against the plain
meaning of the text. They argue that this verse does not
teach that Jesus died for the sins of the whole world.

As discussed earlier, the Calvinist defines the word
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“world” in John 3:16 to mean “the elect.”*1 Consequently,
he teaches that John 3:16 says that God so loved the elect

that He gave His only Son to die for the elect so that the
elect might believe in Jesus and be saved. This is why
Arthur W. Pink says, “‘[T]he world’ does not mean the
whole human family.”2 John Owen agrees, “[B]y the
‘world,’ we understand the elect of God only, though not
considered in this place as such.” Likewise, John Gerstner
states, “John 3:16 says more clearly than probably any verse
in Scripture that the atone-ment was made for believers
only. God so loved the world He gave His Son that believ-
ers should have eternal life.”3

To begin, remember that the Apostle John uses the
word “world” eighty times in the Gospel of John. Never
does the word mean “the elect.” The Calvinist is inventing
a special meaning to be applied to this passage without
any textual indication that the author intends the word
“world” to be understood differently.

In his work, The Two Wills of God, the Calvinist C.
Matthew McMahon attempts to provide a textual reason

1. “The Westminster Assembly also has some contentions concerning the
idea of the word 'world' due to the theological positions of the Amyraldians
in their meetings (such as Davenant). Rutherford, Seaman, and Gillespie
contended for the word ‘world’ as meaning ‘the elect’ and presented the idea
to the Assembly and the Assembly accepted their proposition concerning
God loving the ‘world’ as God loving ‘the elect.’ This was noted in detail in
their Minutes. The consensus of the Assembly was to abandon the Amyral-
dian notion that God loves all men generally and moved forward with the
meaning of John 3:16 as particular for the elect only.” (McMahon, The Two

Wills of God, 216–217.)
2. Pink, The Sovereignty of God, 249.
3. Gerstner, Wrongly Dividing the Word of Truth, 139–140, Source: McMahon,

The Two Wills of God, 220.
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why “world” in John 3:16 must be restricted to the elect. He
begins by stressing the importance of the word “so” in the
Greek:

The author of this love is God. The grammar is literally, “so
loved God…” The word, “ο?τως” (houtos) is the emphati-
cally used ‘so’ of the verse. It is not a general love, but an
emphatic love, of which there is none higher than this. The
“so” stresses the aorist tense of the verb “?γάπησέν.” … The
meaning, then, is quite straight forward in the Greek—not
only did God love the world, but he intensely loved the
world which is emphatically seen in the use of the often
neglected adverb ο?τως.4

Thus far, we have no disagreement. God intensely
loved the world. He loved the world so intensely that He
was willing to sacrifice His only begotten Son for the sal-
vation of the world. However, in continuing his thought,
McMahon not only fails to prove how the intensity of
God’s love in the original Greek necessitates a unique def-
inition of the word “world,” but he also makes a massive
logical leap:

The particular use of the word “α?γαπάω” (love), is to love
something in particular or to “delight in the object”. The
“love” spoken of here by the Saviour cannot be a lesser
love than that which God loves his elect. … If this love in
John 3:16 is “so” great as to be towards the whole world, this
would cause the love of God to the whole world to be greater
than the love He has for His elect. … the love which is stated
here is the greatest love God ever had, but it is for His elect.5

4. McMahon, The Two Wills of God, 202–203.
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First, the intensity of God’s unconditional love is not
a textual indicator that a new and special definition for
the word “world” is necessary. It is easy to understand the
plain reading of John 3:16 as simply stating that because
God has an intense and unconditional love for mankind,
God sent His Son to die for mankind in order to provide
them with a means of salvation.

Second, it is a logical error to conclude that if God
shows the greatest form of love to all of mankind, then
“this would cause the love of God to the whole world to
be greater than the love He has for His elect.” This makes
absolutely no sense! If the elect experience God’s greatest
love, how can mankind experience a greater love? Instead,
by showing the world the same love that God displays
toward His elect, God would be simply showing an equal
love toward both His elect and mankind.

Thus, when we properly understand C. Matthew
McMahon’s argument, we realize that he has trouble
accepting the fact that God shows an intense and uncon-
ditional love for all of mankind. Instead, McMahon, in
verbalizing the Calvinist position, attempts to reserve this
love only for the elect. He concludes that, “God’s saving
love is not indiscriminate as His providence is.”6 In other
words, God is not allowed to show all of mankind the same
intense and selfless love that He shows to the elect.

When considering the truth of this argument, we must
remember that God’s nature is love. It is not possible for

5. Ibid, 204.
6. Ibid, 221.
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God to show anything less than unlimited love toward
everyone. We must be careful not to confuse the emotion
of love with the act of love. Biblically, the act of love is
defined as seeking the best for the other person regardless
of how it might affect one’s self (1 Cor. 13:4–7). According
to this definition, God seeks the best for everyone regard-
less of how it might affect Himself. In the case of John 3:16,
it cost God His Son. However, the Calvinist places limi-
tations upon God’s ability to love everyone with an equal
concern for their well-being. In fact, Arthur W. Pink goes
so far as to declare:

“God so loved the world”. Many suppose that this means The
entire human race. … Unnumbered millions lived and died
before the Saviour came to the earth … If God “loved” them,
where is the slightest proof thereof? … In view of these plain
passages, who will be so foolish as to insist that God in the
past loved all mankind!”7

It is outrageous that anyone claiming to know and
believe the Bible could question God’s love for mankind in
the Old Testament. How can it be “foolish as to insist that,
in the past, God loved all mankind” if God’s nature is love?
There is nothing Scripturally inconsistent with believing
that John 3:16 is teaching that God so intensely loved all of
mankind that He was willing to show them unconditional
love by sacrificing His only begotten Son for them.

Aside from the fact that there is no textual reason to
believe the definition of “world” in John 3:16 must be
changed to mean “the elect,” the context excludes the pos-

7. Pink, The Sovereignty of God, 248–249.
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sibility that the Apostle John intends the term “world”
to mean anything other than “all mankind.” The third
chapter of John recounts the story of Jesus’ private meet-
ing with the Pharisee, Nicodemus. In the course of their
conversation, Jesus informs Nicodemus that he must be
born again if he is to receive salvation. Confused, Nicode-
mus asks how the things that Jesus said could be. Jesus
responds by questioning how Nicodemus cannot under-
stand these things if he is a religious leader of the Jews.
Jesus then proceeds to remind him of a significant event in
the history of the Jewish nation. He recalls the brass ser-
pent that Moses lifted up in the wilderness. This event is
documented for us in Numbers 21:5–9:

And the people spake against God, and against Moses, Wherefore

have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there

is no bread, neither is there any water; and our soul loatheth this

light bread. And the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people,

and they bit the people; and much people of Israel died. Therefore

the people came to Moses, and said, We have sinned, for we have

spoken against the LORD, and against thee; pray unto the LORD,

that he take away the serpents from us. And Moses prayed for the

people. And the LORD said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery ser-

pent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that everyevery

oonnee tthathat isis bbittitten,en, wwhenhen hehe llooookketethh upouponn itit,, sshallhall livelive.. And Moses

made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to

pass, that ifif aa ssererpentpent hahadd bbittittenen aannyy maman,n, wwhenhen hehe bebehehelldd tthehe sser-er-

pent opent of bf brrasasss, he lived, he lived. (emphasis added)

In Numbers 21, the Israelites complained and rebelled
against Moses, God’s chosen leader for the nation. As a
consequence of their sin, God cursed them by sending
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fiery serpents to punish the people. When bitten by these
serpents, the people died. However, when the people
repented of their sin, Moses was instructed to place a brass
serpent upon a pole and to lift it up so that all could see it.
Any who were willing to look upon the brass serpent were
forgiven and healed.

The story of the brass serpent is a picture of Christ.
It was a foreshadowing of Christ’s future sacrifice on the
cross.*8 All of the people were cursed by God. The curse
affected the entire camp. Likewise, all of mankind has
been affected by the curse of sin that came when Adam
and Eve rebelled against God. The brass serpent is a pic-
ture of Christ bearing our sins on the cross. Brass is the
biblical symbol of judgment. The serpent was a physical
representation of the curse that was afflicting the
Israelites. Thus, the brass serpent was a picture of the
curse being judged, just as Christ was later judged having
been made a curse for us. Galatians 3:13 informs us that,
“Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made

a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth

on a tree:” Finally, anyone who looked upon the serpent
in repentance was forgiven and healed of the curse. In the
same way, anyone who looks upon Jesus Christ in repen-
tance is forgiven and healed of the curse of sin.

When choosing a picture of His future sacrifice on the
cross, Jesus chose to rely upon the story of the brass ser-
pent. John 3:14–15 states, “And as Moses lifted up the serpent

in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: That

whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal

8. For a full explanation, see Appendix A.
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life.” Jesus tells Nicodemus that just as anyone who was
willing to look upon the brass serpent was saved from the
curse, so also anyone who is willing to look upon Christ
will be saved. According to the Strong’s lexicon, the word
“whosoever” means “as many as” or “anyone who
will.”9 Thus, Jesus says, “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in

the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: That

[[aannyyoonnee wwhoho will]will] believeth in him should not perish, but have

eternal life.”

It is within this context that we find John 3:16, “For

God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that

whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlast-

ing life.” John 3:16 is not a verse which is intended to stand
alone. The word “for” at the beginning of the verse is a
connecting word which links it to a previous statement. In
this case, it is connected to John 3:14–15. In John 3:16, Jesus
is providing the reason as to why He would be lifted up
like manner as Moses lifted up the brass serpent and why
He will save anyone who is willing to believe upon Him.
The reason for all of this is that “God so loved the world.”

It is because of His intense love for mankind that God
sent His Son into the world to become a part of mankind
in order that He might save mankind from their sins.
Christ was not sent to become part of a subgroup of the
human race—the elect. Christ was sent to become a
human being. This is precisely what John 3:17 teaches, “For

God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but

that the world through him might be saved.” God did not send
Jesus into the elect.*10 Rather, God sent His Son to be born

9. “Whosoever,” Strong’s #3956, Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance, 56.
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of a woman in order that he might become a part of
mankind (Phil. 2:5–8). The three uses of the word “world”
in John 3:17 are identical. They all belong to the same sen-
tence, and there is no indicator that any of them are
intended to be understood differently from the others.
Thus, John 3:17 reads, “For God sent not his Son into

[[mamankinnkind]d] to condemn [[mamankinnkind]d]; but that [[mamankinnkind]d] through

him might be saved.”

Connecting these thoughts together, we see that:

• Jesus is going to be lifted up for all to see (v. 14)

• So that anyone who is willing to believe upon Him can

be saved (v. 15)

• Because God has such great love for the world (v. 16)

Even if the Calvinist were correct in redefining the
word “world” in John 3:16 to mean “the elect,” it still would
not change the fact that Jesus died in order to provide sal-
vation for everyone in the whole world. It would only change
God’s motivation for doing so. Instead of being motivated
to save all mankind because of His love for all mankind,
God would be motivated to save all mankind because of
His love for the elect:

• Jesus is going to be lifted up for all to see (v. 14)

• So that anyone who is willing to believe upon Him can

be saved (v. 15)

10. According to John 1:11, “[Jesus] came unto his own, and his own received
him not.” Who were “his own?” They cannot be the elect because “his own
received Him not.” Otherwise this passage would read, “[Jesus] came unto
[the elect], and [the elect] received him not.”
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• Because God has such great love for tthe ehe ellectect (v. 16)

The fact that the Calvinist believes that verse 16 is
declaring God’s love for the elect does not change the fact
that verses 14–15 say that Christ’s sacrifice is for everyone.
Even John 3:16 itself repeats Jesus’ declaration in verse 15
that “wwhhosoeosoevverer [anyone who will] believeth in [Jesus]
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” Given that
the definition of the word “whosoever” is “anyone who
will,” John 3:16, in agreement with verse 15, says that Jesus’
sacrifice makes salvation available to everyone. For this to
be possible, Jesus must have died for everyone. To con-
clude otherwise is to blatantly reject the clear context and
word definitions of John chapter 3. The Calvinist, though,
is willing to do just that in order to defend his own beliefs.
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99

1 J1 John 2:2ohn 2:2

PP

Whenever there is uncertainty regarding the meaning of
a word, the proper procedure is to look for another place
where the same author uses the same word in the same
general context.*1 This provides clarification as to the
author’s intended meaning for that word. Therefore, let us
look at 1 John 2:2 as a means of clarifying the meaning of
“world” in John 3:16, “And he is the propitiation for our sins:

and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole woworrlldd.”

(emphasis added)

The Apostle John wrote both the Gospel of John and
the book of 1 John. In both John 3:16 and 1 John 2:2, he is
addressing the issue of Christ’s death and who is capable
of receiving salvation. In 1 John 2:2, the Apostle John pre-

1. “Word meanings are determined by: 1) basic definition 2) how the word is
used elsewhere in Scripture 3) the context of the passage in which it is used”
(Mock, Bible Study Methods and Rules of Interpretation, 50.)
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sents a multi-tiered argument for Christ having died for
everyone. First, he uses the term “world” to describe for
whom it is that Christ died. The plain understanding of
“world” in this passage is “all of mankind.” Second, he
specifies that the term “world” is not limited in any fash-
ion by prefacing it with the word “whole.” Christ died for
the “whole world.” Third, the Apostle John draws a dis-
tinction between those who are saved and everyone else
when he says that Christ died “for our sins: and not for
ours only.” Christ died for the sins of the Christians to
whom he was writing as well as the sins of the whole
world.

If the Apostle John intends 1 John 2:2 to mean that
Christ died for the sins of all mankind, then he must also
intend John 3:16 to mean that Christ died for the sins of all
mankind. This is good hermeneutics. When the Calvinist
ignores 1 John 2:2 and attempts to isolate John 3:16 from the
immediate context of John chapter 3, he is displaying poor
study skills. The Bible is always meant to be understood as
a whole. Scripture is to be compared with Scripture!*2

The Calvinist has an especially difficult time fitting 1
John 2:2 into his belief system. He recognizes that the plain
understanding of this passage refutes his doctrine of Lim-
ited Atonement. The Calvinist Robert C. Sproul says,
“On the surface, this text seems to demolish limited atone-

2. Scripture will not contradict itself. When studying the Bible, we must also
keep in mind the Agreement Principle: “That principle under which the
truthfulness and faithfulness of God become the guarantee that He will not
set forth any passage in His Word which contradicts any other passage. There
are no contradictions in Scripture; there is organic unity.” (Hartill, Principles

of Biblical Hermeneutics, 84.)
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ment.”3 John Murray concurs, “Perhaps no text in Scrip-
ture presents more plausible support to the doctrine of
universal atonement than 1 John 2:2.”4 Likewise, Arthur
W. Pink says about 1 John 2:2, “There is one passage more
than any other which is appealed to by those who believe
in universal redemption, and which at first sight appears to
teach that Christ died for the whole human race.”5

Nevertheless, the Calvinist realizes that he cannot
accept the plain understanding of 1 John 2:2.*6 To do so
would undermine his doctrine of Limited Atonement.
Instead, most Calvinists accept Arthur W. Pink’s explana-
tion of this passage, “When John says, ‘He is the propiti-
ation for our sin’ he can only mean for the sins of Jewish

believers.”7 Pink continues, “When John added, ‘And not
for ours only, but also for the whole world’ he signified that
Christ was the propitiation for the sins of Gentile believers
too, for, as previously shown, ‘the world’ is a term con-

trasted from Israel.”8 Thus, Arthur W. Pink understands 1
John 2:2 as saying, “And he is the propitiation for [the] sins [[ooff

usus JJewisewishh bebelieverlieverss]]: and not for [[JJewisewishh bebelieverlieverss]] only, but also

for the sins of the whole [[GGentilentile bee believerlieverss]].”

In drawing this conclusion, the Calvinist finds himself
defending his doctrine based upon nothing more than an

3. Sproul, Grace Unknown, 176.
4. Murray, Redemption Accomplished and Applied, 72.
5. Pink, The Sovereignty of God, 315.
6. “If you miss God's meaning, then you no longer have God’s Word.”

(Mock, Bible Study Methods and Rules of Interpretation, 47.)
7. Pink, The Sovereignty of God, 259, Source: Vance, The Other Side of Calvinism,

439.
8. Pink, The Sovereignty of God, 259, Source: Vance, The Other Side of Calvinism,

440.
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assumption. There is nothing in the text which indicates
that the author is distinguishing between believing Jews
and believing Gentiles. In fact, it is notable that neither
Jews nor Gentiles are ever mentioned in the entirety of 1
John. Scripture emphasizes that in Christ Jesus, there is
no distinction between the believing Jew and the believ-
ing Gentile. Galatians 3:28 makes this clear, “There is nei-

ther Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither

male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.” Likewise,
Colossians 3:11 states, “Where there is neither Greek nor Jew,

circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor

free: but Christ is all, and in all.” Also, Romans 10:12 tells us,
“For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the

same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him.”

In response to Arthur W. Pink’s interpretation of 1
John 2:2, Calvinist opponent Laurence Vance makes a
worthy observation:

It is indeed strange how anti-dispensational, Reformed
Calvinists, who minimize any distinction between Israel and
the Church, suddenly become dispensationalists when try-
ing to explain away 1 John 2:2. … [W]hen a Calvinist wishes
to prove his doctrine, the distinction between Jews and
Gentiles or Israel and the Church is regularly obliterated.9

Beyond this, when we consider to whom the Apostle
John is writing, we must conclude that 1 John 2:2 cannot be
addressed to Jewish believers when it speaks of Jesus being
the propitiation for “our” sins. 1 John 5:13 states, “These

things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the

9. Vance, The Other Side of Calvinism, 440.
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Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and

that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.” This epis-
tle is not written only to the believing Jew. It is written to
all Christians—to anyone who believes upon the name of
the Son of God. This is further confirmed in 1 John 1:3,
“That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that

ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is

with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.” Here again, the
Apostle John makes no distinction between the believing
Jew and the believing Gentile. Instead, he is writing to all
Christians because they are identified as having fellowship
with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. Any Chris-
tian—Jew or Gentile—has fellowship with the Father and
with His Son Jesus Christ.

As mentioned earlier, context is the most important
factor when interpreting Scripture.*10 When we consider
the context of 1 John 2:2, we cannot avoid the fact that
the Apostle John is writing to all Christians whether they
be Jews or Gentiles. The “our” in verse 2 is identified in
verse 1 as those individuals who “have an advocate with
the Father.” 1 John 2:1 says, “My little children, these things

write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an

advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:” Do only
believing Jews have Jesus Christ as an advocate with God
the Father? Are we to understand that believing Gentiles
do not have an advocate in Jesus Christ? The Apostle John
is not writing only to believing Jews. It is impossible that
the Apostle John could be addressing only the believing
Jews because any Christian—Jew or Gentile—has Jesus

10. “Context is the single most important factor in correct interpretation. The
context for each verse of the Bible is the Bible itself.” (Mock, Bible Study Meth-

ods and Rules of Interpretation, 53.)
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Christ as an advocate for him with God the Father. It is for
these Christians that John says in verse 2 that Jesus died to
make propitiation for their sins.

The “our” in 1 John 2:2 refers to those to whom John
is writing. The Apostle John is writing to all Chris-
tians—both believing Jews and believing Gentiles. Thus,
according to 1 John 2:2, Jesus died to make propitiation for
the sins of Jewish and Gentile believers, as well as for the
sins of the “whole world.”

By now it should be clear that 1 John 2:2 cannot be dis-
tinguishing between Jewish believers and Gentile believ-
ers as the Calvinist maintains. To further emphasize this
point, consider the implication of ascribing the Calvinist
definition of “whole world” in 1 John 2:2 as “Gentile
believers” to 1 John 5:19, “And we know that we are of God,

and the [[GGentilentilee bebelieverlieverss]] lieth in wickedness.” Clearly, we
have a serious problem. Surely the Calvinist does not
believe 1 John 5:19 is teaching that all Gentile believers
“lieth in wickedness”?

The phrase “whole world” only appears twice in the
book of 1 John. There are no textual indicators that the
author intends the phrase to be understood differently in
each passage. Instead, the second use of the phrase beau-
tifully follows along the same line of thought as its first
appearance in 1 John 2:2. When the two verses are placed
beside each other, it is easy to see the parallel. 1 John 2:2
and 5:19 says, “And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not

for ours only, but also for the sins of the wwhohollee woworrlldd. … And we

know that we are of God, and the wwhohollee woworrlldd lieth in wicked-

ness.” (emphasis added)
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The Calvinist faces the same conundrum in 1 John as
he faces in the Gospel of John. If his new definition of
“world” is applied consistently throughout the book, it
results in blatant contradictions and errors. However, if he
embraces the plain understanding of the passages—that
“world” means all mankind—then he must admit that
Jesus Christ died for everyone and not only the elect.
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When pressed on the issue of whether or not Christ died
for the whole world, the Calvinist sometimes attempts to
straddle the fence. He will never reject his doctrine of Lim-
ited Atonement, but he may begin to argue that there is
a sense in which Christ did die for the whole world. He
may argue that Christ died in order to forgive the sins of
the elect, but He also died to procure mercy for the rest
of mankind which is the postponing of God’s judgment.
This is how Loraine Boettner can say, “There is, then a
certain sense in which Christ died for all men, and we do
not reply to the Arminian tenet with an unqualified nega-
tive.”1

1. Boettner, The Reformed Doctrine of Predestination, 161, Source: Vance, The

Other Side of Calvinism, 422.



This argument only confuses the issue. It is a weak
attempt by the Calvinist to provide himself with the free-
dom to embrace the language of Scripture when it says
that Jesus died for the whole world, while still clinging
to his doctrine of Limited Atonement. There is no sub-
stance to this argument. Using the teaching of the Calvin-
ist Robert Dabney, an opponent of Calvinist doctrine,
Laurence Vance, summarizes the Calvinist argument:

According to Dabney, the death of Christ (1) “makes a dis-
play of God’s general benevolence and pity towards all lost
sinners,” (2) “purchased for the whole human race a merciful
postponement of the doom incurred by our sins, including
all the temporal blessings of our earthly life, all the gospel
restraints upon human depravity, and the sincere offer of
heaven to all,” and, although (3) “willfully [sic] rejected by
men, sets the stubbornness, wickedness and guilt of their
nature in a much stronger light.”2

Ultimately, this would make God disingenuous. Dab-
ney claims that Christ’s death on the cross provides a “sin-
cere offer of heaven to all,” but he still believes that Christ
died to provide salvation only to those few whom God
chose to save. If God chose whom He would save and sent
Jesus to die for the sins of only those individuals, then
how can salvation be genuinely offered to those for whom
Christ did not die? If the non-elect were to accept the offer,
it would not change anything because Christ did not die to
pay the penalty for their sins. Thus, God must merely put
forth the pretense of offering salvation to everyone, but

2. Dabney, Systematic Theology, 527, Source: Vance, The Other Side of Calvinism, 421.
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He knows that salvation cannot possibly be provided to
any more than the elect for whom Christ died. This is pre-
cisely what Augustine teaches when he says, “I speak thus
of those who are predestinated to the kingdom of God,
whose number is so certain that one can neither be added
to them nor taken from them.”3 Likewise, Jerome Zanchius
says, “We assert that the number of the elect, and also of
the reprobate, is so fixed and determinate that neither can
be augmented or diminished.”4

This cannot be! Because of God’s character, He will
never offer something He is incapable of providing. It is a
shameful libel to the character of God, and a blatant dis-
regard for the truth of Scripture, to say that God makes
an offer of eternal life to all men fully knowing that the
offer is not truly genuine and can never be realized. Yet,
desperate to cling to his unscriptural doctrine, the Calvin-
ist is willing to libel the God of heaven and do unjustly to
the Word of God rather than simply conform his beliefs to
Scripture.

Not only does this argument fail to accurately reflect
God’s character, it still fails to match Scripture. 1 John 2:2
does not say that Jesus died to purchase God’s mercy for
the whole world. Instead, it says that Jesus died to provide
propitiation of sins for the whole world. Even if Christ’s
death did secure a postponing of God’s judg-
ment—something the Calvinist proclaims but Scripture
does not affirm—it still does not change the fact that Jesus

3. Augustine, The Works of Aurelius Augustine: A New Translation, Vol. IV, 108.
4. Zanchius, Absolute Predestination, 58.
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died to provide forgiveness of sins for every single individ-
ual.
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Ultimately, we discover that the Calvinist does not allow
Scripture to speak for itself. Instead, he assumes his doc-
trine based upon logic, philosophy, re-defined words, and
select passages which have been isolated from Scripture as
a whole. Having developed his doctrine, he then reads this
doctrine into the rest of Scripture. It is only in this way
that the Calvinist can find his doctrine of Limited Atone-
ment in Scripture.

The Bible is filled with statements and teachings
against the Calvinist doctrine of Limited Atonement even
apart from the clear teaching of John 3:16 and 1 John 2:2
that Jesus Christ died for the whole world. Let us briefly
consider some of these:

• “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath

appeared to allall men,” (emphasis added)

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A16&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+2%3A2&version=KJV


~Titus 2:11

It is impossible for a person to simply read
this passage and draw from it the conclusion that
Christ died only for a select group of people
called the elect. The only way the Calvinist can
reach this conclusion is by reading into this pas-
sage his pre-conceived notions regarding
Christ’s death on the cross.

• ““AllAll we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned

every oevery onnee to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on

him the iniquity of us allall.” (emphasis added)

~Isaiah 53:6

Three times in the space of this one verse,
the prophet Isaiah stresses the concept of “all.” A
plain reading of this verse will never render the
conclusion that Christ bore the iniquity of only
some people. Instead, the prophet Isaiah con-
cisely states the great truth that God laid upon
Jesus Christ the sins of the world. Had Christ
died only for the sins of a select few, then Isaiah
could not have rightly and accurately declared
that the sins of all men were laid upon Jesus.
Clearly, the atonement of Christ was not limited
in any fashion.

• “But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than

the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory

and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste

death for every maevery mann.” (emphasis added)

~Hebrews 2:9
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The phrase “every man” cannot mean “the
elect.” Hebrews 2:6 asks the question, “What is
man, that thou art mindful of him?” It does not
say, “What are the elect, that thou art mindful
of them?” Verse 9 is merely the conclusion of
the thought introduced in verse 6. A plain read-
ing of this passage will never render the conclu-
sion that Christ tasted death only for the elect.
If Jesus Christ only died for a select few, then
how is it possible that He tasted death for every
man? Are we expected to believe that the writer
of Hebrews is unaware of the difference between
the words “some” and “every?” It is far easier to
believe that he intends this verse to mean exactly
what it says—that Jesus Christ died for everyone.

• “I am the living bread which came down from heaven:

if aanny may mann eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and

the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give

for the life of the woworrlldd.” (emphasis added)

~John 6:51

The plain understanding of this passage is
that Jesus Christ is declaring that He will die for
everyone, and anyone who is willing to join him-
self with Christ will be saved. The phrase “if any
man” is a clear qualifier for the phrase “he shall
live for ever.” Jesus does not say that everyone for
whom He dies will eat of His flesh and receive
eternal life. Rather, He announces His universal
sacrifice which is conditionally applicable based
upon the individual’s choice to accept the offer
of salvation.
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• “And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent

the Son to be the Saviour of the woworrlldd. WWhohossoeveroever shall

confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in

him, and he in God.” (emphasis added)

~1 John 4:14

This verse does not say that Jesus is the Sav-
ior of the elect and “they” shall confess that Jesus
is the Son of God. If this is what the Apostle
John had intended, then he could easily have
removed all confusion by replacing the term
“whosoever” with “they,” meaning “the elect.”
Nevertheless, he uses the open term “whoso-
ever” which means “anyone who chooses.”1 As
in John 3:16, the Apostle John combines Jesus’
being the Savior of the world with the idea that
whosoever would come to Christ can be saved.
Again we see him use the universal term “world”
to mean that the atonement of Christ is made
available to all, but he also uses the conditional
term of “whosoever” to mean that the atonement
of Christ is made applicable by the faith of the
individual.

• “W“Whohossoeveroever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of

God: and every one that loveth him that begat loveth

him also that is begotten of him.” (emphasis added)

~1 John 5:1
We have already seen that the word “whoso-

ever” means “as many as” or “anyone who will.”
It does not mean “the elect.” Nevertheless, the

1. “Whosoever,” Strong’s #3956, Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance, 56.
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Calvinist reads this passage as saying, “[[TThehe eellectect]]

believe that Jesus is the Christ [[aanndd aarree]] born of God.”

Not only have they changed the meaning of the
verse, but they have also changed the focus from
being placed on the individual by using singular
words to placing the focus on the group as a
whole by using plural words. However, when the
word “whosoever” is given its official and proper
definition, this passage truly reads as saying,
“[[AAnnyyoonnee wwhoho will]will] believe that Jesus is the Christ is

born of God.”

• “For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our

Saviour; Who will have all mall menen to be saved, and to

come unto the knowledge of the truth. For there is one

God, and one mediator between God and men, the

man Christ Jesus; Who gave himself a ransom for allall,

to be testified in due time.” (emphasis added)

~1 Timothy 2:3–6

The Calvinist is so fixed upon his assumption
that Christ died only for the elect that he is often
oblivious to the fact that he has added to this
verse. The Apostle Paul writes that Jesus gave
Himself as a ransom for all. He places no qualifier
on the word “all.” However, the Calvinist men-
tally inserts the qualifying words “the elect” into
this passage when reading it. The result is that
“Jesus gave Himself as a ransom for all [[tthehe eellectect]].”

This is not acceptable. Remember that Christ
warns us against making the mistake of adding to
the text. Revelation 22:18 says, “For I testify unto

every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of
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this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God

shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this

book:” Remember too, that the Word of God is
of no private interpretation (2 Peter 1:20), and we
are dishonest when we add to, take away, or twist
Scripture in order to make it fit our preconceived
doctrinal beliefs.

• “But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent

forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law,

TTo ro rededeem teem them them that werhat were ue unndder ter the lahe laww, that we

might receive the adoption of sons.” (emphasis added)

~Galatians 4:4–5

The Apostle Paul here refers to salvation as
the adoption of sons.” This adoption is obtain-
able, as Paul clearly states, to all who are under
the law. We know that it is not only the elect
who are under the law. Who then is under the
law and can access the salvation that Paul men-
tions? The answer is given in Romans 3:19, “Now

we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith

to them who are under the law: that everyevery mmoutouthh may

be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before

God.” (emphasis added) All of mankind—“every
mouth”—is under the law, guilty of sin before
God, and according to Galatians 4:4–5, eligible
for salvation through faith in Christ.

• “For when we were yet without strength, in due time

CChhrist died frist died foor tr the uhe ungngodlodlyy.” (emphasis added)

~Romans 5:6
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Who are the ungodly? If the Calvinist argues
that Christ died only for the elect, then are we
supposed to believe that only the elect are
ungodly? The Apostle Paul answers this question
in Romans 3:10, “As it is written, There is none right-

eous, no, not one:” Also, Romans 3:23, “For all have

sinned, and come short of the glory of God;” The
atonement of Christ on the cross could not have
possibly been limited as all men are sinners,
unrighteous, and ungodly. If Christ died for the
ungodly, then He most certainly died for all
mankind!

• “Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came

upon allall men to condemnation; even so by the

righteousness of one the free gift came upon allall men

unto justification of life.” (emphasis added)

~Romans 5:18

Does the Calvinist expect us to believe that
the Apostle Paul is saying that judgment came
upon all men, but the free gift of salvation came
only upon the elect? This is one continuous sen-
tence, and there is no indication that the Apostle
Paul is altering his definition of “all men.” As
through Adam’s fall, all men were made sinners,
so through Christ’s sacrifice, all men can be made
righteous. The free gift of salvation is made
accessible to all men through the shed blood of
the Lord Jesus Christ. The “all” here cannot be
limited in scope because it is compared against
the “all” who were made sinners in Adam’s fall.
If all mankind were made sinners through Adam,
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and this “all” is accepted to mean “everyone,”
then the “all” to whom the free gift of salvation
is offered must also be accepted to mean “every-
one.”

• “There was a man sent from God, whose name was

John. The same came for a witness, to bear witness of

the Light, that allall men through him might believe. He

was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that

Light. That was the true Light, which lighteth everyevery

mamann that cometh into the world.” (emphasis added)

~John 1:6–9

John the Baptist bore witness that salvation
is offered to all men. The Apostle John empha-
sizes in these verses the idea that every man can
be saved by using “all men” in verse 6 and “every
man” in verse 9 to describe those to whom salva-
tion is made available. Further, we are told that
Jesus is the true light who gives light to every
man. Earlier in this same chapter, we are told that
the light Jesus offers is life or salvation. John 1:4
says, “In him was life; and the life was the light of

men.” Therefore, John 1:9 must be saying that
Jesus gives the offer of eternal life to every man.
If Christ only died to give salvation to a select
few, then Christ cannot genuinely offer the gift
of eternal life to every man.

• “In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood

and cried, saying, If aanny may mann thirst, let him come unto

me, and drink.” (emphasis added)
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~John 7:37

Jesus stood in the midst of the feast and
invited all mankind to freely come unto Him to
be saved. By using the term “any man,” Jesus
places no limitations on this invitation of salva-
tion.

• “To him give all the prophets witness, that through his

name wwhohossoeveroever believeth in him shall receive

remission of sins.” (emphasis added)

~Acts 10:43

All the prophets, both Old Testament and
New Testament, give witness that salvation
through Christ is accessible to all who choose to
believe. The term “whosoever” means “anyone
who will.” Thus, the Apostle Peter is declaring
that “[[aannyyoonnee wwhoho will]will] believeth in him shall receive

remission of sins.”

• “And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but

now commandeth all mall men every wen every wherheree to repent:”

(emphasis added)

~Acts 17:30

The desire of God is clearly stated here as
wanting all men everywhere to repent and be
saved. Is it sensible or even possible that God
would give a command that is impossible to ful-
fill? If the Calvinist doctrine of Limited Atone-
ment is true—that God only wants some to be
saved—then it is not possible for all men every-
where to be saved. This would make the com-
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mandment of God ridiculous, impossible, and
disingenuous.

• “Whom we preach, warning every maevery mann, and teaching

every maevery mann in all wisdom; that we may present everyevery

mamann perfect in Christ Jesus:” (emphasis added)

~Colossians 1:28

The Apostle Paul emphatically states that he
warns every man, and teaches every man in order
that he can present every man perfect before
Christ. In order to present a man perfect before
Christ, that man has to be saved. An unsaved
man can never be presented perfect before
Christ. Therefore, if the Apostle Paul believes
it possible to present every man perfect before
Christ, then he must believe that Jesus Christ
died to make salvation available to every man. If
the Calvinist doctrine of Limited Atonement is
true, then the Apostle Paul was mistaken, con-
fused, and wrong in his writing to Timothy.

• “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is

the power of God unto salvation to every oevery onnee that

believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.”

(emphasis added)

~Romans 1:16

The Apostle Paul states that salvation is
available to everyone who believes. Salvation is
not a matter of God’s limited atonement but a
matter of man’s limited belief.
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• “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that

which was lost.”

~Luke 19:10

Are only the elect lost? If all of mankind is
lost, as the Bible clearly states, then Jesus Christ
died for all men, and the scope of His atonement
cannot possibly be limited to a select few.

• “For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we

thus judge, that if one died for allall, then were allall dead:

And that he died for allall, that they which live should

not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him

which died for them, and rose again.” (emphasis
added)

~2 Corinthians 5:14

Paul reasons that all mankind must be dead
in their trespasses and sins because the death of
Christ was made for all mankind. Christ would
not need to die for someone who was not dead.
The fact that Christ died for all means that all
had to have been dead. The word “all” is uni-
versal in its scope regarding who were dead in
trespasses and sins, and therefore, “all” must be
universal in the scope of for whom Christ died.
Christ died for every man.

• “And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him

that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst

come. And wwhohossoeveroever will, let him take the water of

life freely.” (emphasis added)

~Revelation 22:17
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Jesus Christ gives the final invitation of the
Bible to “anyone who will” choose to come. The
wording of this invitation clearly invites all to be
saved, but Christ cannot give a genuine invita-
tion of salvation to everyone unless He also died
for everyone to make their salvation possible. To
do otherwise would be to perpetrate a cruel and
sadistic hoax upon mankind.

• “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord

Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath

raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with

the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with

the mouth confession is made unto salvation. For the

scripture saith, WWhohossoeveroever believeth on him shall not

be ashamed. For there is no difference between the Jew

and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto

all that call upon him. For wwhohossoeveroever shall call upon

the name of the Lord shall be saved.” (emphasis
added)

~Romans 10:9–13

The Apostle Paul twice uses the term
“whosoever” in these five verses to show to
whom salvation is available. The word “whoso-
ever” is not, and cannot be, limited in the scope
of its meaning. Whosoever always means “any-
one who will.” Therefore, in these verses, the
Apostle Paul clearly states that “anyone who
will” choose to call upon the name of the Lord
will be saved.

• “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some
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men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward,

not willing that aannyy should perish, but that allall should

come to repentance.” (emphasis added)

~ 2 Peter 3:9

God’s will concerning the salvation and
damnation of mankind is made perfectly evident
by this one verse. The Apostle Peter states that
God wants everyone to come to repentance and
be saved. God just as fervently wants no one to
suffer eternal damnation. If God wants everyone
to be saved and commands all men everywhere
to repent (Acts 17:30), then God must have pro-
vided a means of salvation for everyone. There-
fore, the death and atonement of Christ could
not possibly have been limited to a select few.

2 Peter 3:9 is so straight forward and clear that
even John Calvin admits that God desires all
men everywhere be saved. Referring to this pas-
sage, Calvin says, “This is His wondrous love
towards the human race, that He desires all men
to be saved, and is prepared to bring even the
perishing to safety.”2*3 Of course, if God truly
desires that all men be saved, how is it that the
Calvinist believes Christ only died for some
men?

2. Calvin, Calvin’s New Testament Commentaries Vol. XII, 364.
3. See Appendix B and C.
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“And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto

me. This he said, signifying what death he should die.”

~John 12:32–33

Among the many Old Testament pictures of Christ
which foreshadowed His future ministry on the cross,
Jesus appears to have favored the story of the brass serpent
in Numbers 21. We have already considered how Jesus
used this picture to teach Nicodemus how a person can be
spiritually reborn and who is capable of experiencing this
rebirth. Now, in John chapter 12, Jesus again references the
brass serpent. Just as Moses erected the brass serpent so
that all could see it and receive healing, so also Jesus says
that He will be lifted up in order to provide the offer of sal-
vation to everyone. Numbers 21:8–9 says:

And the LORD said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and
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set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that everyevery oonnee tthathat isis

bbittitten,en, wwhenhen hehe llooookketethh upouponn itit,, sshallhall livelive. And Moses made a ser-

pent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, that ifif

aa ssererpentpent hahadd bbittittenen aannyy maman,n, wwhenhen hehe bebehehelldd tthehe ssererpentpent ooff bbrrasasss,,

he livedhe lived. (emphasis added)

In keeping with the illustration of the brass serpent,
Jesus says in John 12:32 that He will draw all men unto
Himself, “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all

men unto me.” When a non-Calvinist uses this verse to
defend his belief that Jesus died for everyone, the Calvin-
ist is quick to accuse him of advocating a universal salva-
tion—the belief that every person is saved. To the Calvin-
ist, Christ’s drawing a person is synonymous with Christ’s
saving that person. Therefore, if Christ is drawing all men,
then Christ must be saving all men unless this verse is
truly speaking only of the elect.

This confusion surrounding the term “draw” is par-
tially derived from a misinterpretation of John 6:44, “No

man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw

him: and I will raise him up at the last day.” Here the Calvin-
ist links a person’s being drawn with his being raised up on
the last day. The Calvinist falsely concludes that all those
who are drawn will be raised up on the last day, so any per-
son who is drawn by God must ultimately experience sal-
vation.

To bolster his argument, the Calvinist will turn to the
definition of the term “draw” in the original Greek lan-
guage. According to the Strong’s lexicon, the term is
“helkuo” and means “drag or to draw (literally or figura-
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tively).”1 Immediately this is connected with the Calvinist
doctrine of Unconditional Election, and we are told that
God forcibly brings a person to Christ. He so overpowers
them with His grace that they have no option but to accept
Jesus.

As you may have already observed, the Calvinist has
made a logical leap in his understanding of John 6:44. Jesus
does not say that everyone whom the Father draws will be
raised up on the last day. Instead, He simply observes that
everyone who will be raised up on the last day must also
have been drawn by God the Father. This leaves the possi-
bility that God may draw some people who, nevertheless,
choose to reject Him and will not be raised up on the last
day.

Just because God forcibly draws a person to Himself
does not mean He forcibly saves that person.*2 We are not
told how He chooses to draw a person. The Calvinist
makes the assumption that it is by God dispensing an irre-
sistible grace in that person’s life. However, the text does
not say this, nor does any other portion of Scripture. All

1. “Draw,” Strong’s #1670, Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance, 27.
2. The same word for “draw” is used in Acts 20:30, “Also of your own selves

shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.”
(emphasis added) Clearly, the Apostle Paul does not mean to say that the
false teachers will take hold of believers and forcibly and violently drag them
away from God and the church in such a way that the believers are incapable
of resisting them. Instead, Paul is warning that false teachers will convince
many to believe and follow after their teaching, but believers are always able
to resist the wiles of the devil (Eph. 6:11; James 4:7). If believers can resist the
drawing of the false teachers, why are they unable to resist the drawing of
God? The same Greek word for “draw” that is used in Acts 20:30 is used in
John 6:44 and 12:32.
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that we can be sure about is that God compels or draws a
person to Himself. What happens after that point is not
specified, but those who then choose to come to Christ
will be raised up on the last day.

An illustration of this distinction might be the old
adage, “You can bring a horse to the water, but you can’t
make him drink.” A person can forcibly draw a horse to a
stream of water, but this is not the same thing as forcing
the horse to drink. The horse must choose to drink of his
own accord. Likewise, Scripture teaches that God draws
all men to Himself, but each person must also choose God
(Josh. 24:14–15). God initiates the drawing of man, as the
Word of God says, and brings every person to a point in
his life where he is compelled to consider God. Left on
his own, Romans 3:11 tells us that no man would seek after
God, but God seeks after man and brings each and every
individual to a place in his life where he must decide to
choose God or to ignore Him. God draws him to Himself,
but the individual must make a choice as to whether or not
to unite himself with God.

This drawing of God should not be confused with
being confronted with the gospel message. Every person
may not allow God to draw him to a point where he is con-
fronted with the clear message of Christ, but He does draw
every person to a point where he is confronted with the
reality of God. This may be a brush with death, a curios-
ity about the origin of creation, the testimony of a friend,
a visit to church, the reading of a gospel tract, or any num-
ber of potential possibilities. In every case, he is faced with
the reality of God and is forced to choose to pursue a
knowledge of God or to ignore and reject Him.
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Given this corrected understanding of God’s drawing
of an individual in Scripture, John 6:44 simply teaches that
no person can come to a knowledge of and personal rela-
tionship with Christ unless God first reaches out to him
and confronts him with the reality of God. Consequently,
no person is saved because he sought after God of his own
accord. Romans 3:11 tells us that every person is so con-
tent in his sin that no person naturally seeks after God.
However, it does not say that no person is capable of seek-
ing after God—just that no person does. God seeks after
man and confronts him with the reality of His existence.
Thus, every person who is saved is eternally indebted to
the compassion and efforts of God to initiate the relation-
ship (Acts 17:24–31).

Let us return to John 12:32, “And I, if I be lifted up from

the earth, will draw all men unto me.” Jesus cannot be teach-
ing that He will save every person because we know that
not everyone will be saved. Likewise, Jesus cannot mean
that only the elect will be drawn because a simple reading
of the text refutes this idea. The word “all” is inclusive of
every human being. Had the Apostle John meant to say
“some” or “the elect,” he would have done so, but he did
not. If all men are drawn, but not all are saved, then it
is not because God chose not to save them, but because
they chose not to believe God. Instead, Jesus says that He
will “draw” all men to Himself. Just because a person is
drawn to Christ does not mean he is necessarily united
with Christ. We must be careful not to confuse Christ’s
drawing men with Christ’s saving men.

John 1:9 might shed some light on this issue, “That
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was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into

the world.” As we saw earlier, Jesus came into the world
in order that He might give light to every man. John 1:4
defines the light as life, “In him was life; and the life was the

light of men.” Thus, Jesus came in order that He might give
life to every man. Here the Apostle John is teaching us
that the ministry of Jesus Christ made it possible for every
person to receive eternal life. This was ultimately accom-
plished on the cross. Thus, Jesus is correct when He says in
John 12:32, “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all

men unto me.” When Jesus died on the cross, He made sal-
vation available to everyone, and every person must make
the decision to receive Christ Jesus for the remission of
his sins. Today Jesus uses the church, pastors, missionar-
ies, the testimony of Christians, His Word, etc. to draw
all men to the point of decision, but ultimately, each man
must choose whether or not to accept the finished work of
Christ on the cross and receive eternal life.
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Attempting to convince others that Christ could not pos-
sibly have died in order to provide salvation for all men,
the Calvinist often relies upon a misleading argument.
The Calvinist C. Matthew McMahon summarizes it for us
when he says:

The word “world” cannot be loosely translated as meaning
every one for all time, including those who have already per-
ished. No one would grant that it includes all men in hell,
or those who had previously been in hell at the time of the
crucifixion. But by not granting this, the scope of those for
whom God “so loves” is already limited.”1



In other words, we must either believe that Jesus died to
provide salvation to those who had already perished and
were in hell at the time of His death, or we ourselves limit
Christ’s atonement by restricting it only to those who had
not yet entered hell.

This argument completely ignores the concept of sal-
vation in the Old Testament. How was a person saved in
the Old Testament? The Apostle Paul teaches us in Gala-
tians 3:10–12 that salvation has never been by observing the
law:

For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for

it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things

which are written in the book of the law to do them. But that no

man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The

just shall live by faith. And the law is not of faith: but, The man

that doeth them shall live in them.

Instead, salvation is only through Christ. Galatians 3:13
says, “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being

made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that

hangeth on a tree”.

Those who were saved in the Old Testament were
saved by looking ahead to the ministry of Christ. By trust-
ing God and observing the Law that He gave them, they
displayed their faith in Jesus Christ, just as James 2:20
teaches, “But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without

works is dead?” God has only ever had one means of salva-

1. McMahon, The Two Wills of God, 209.
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tion, and that is faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Galatians
3:21–25 says:

Is the law then against the promises of God? God forbid: for if there

had been a law given which could have given life, verily righteous-

ness should have been by the law. But the scripture hath concluded

all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be

given to them that believe. But before faith came, we were kept

under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be

revealed. Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto

Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But after that faith is

come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster.

In the Old Testament, man was saved by placing his
trust in Christ. This provision of salvation was made pos-
sible because of the future ministry of Christ on the cross.
Thus, although Christ’s sacrifice had not yet occurred in
time, salvation was still made possible because God was
looking ahead to His future sacrifice. This salvation was
not only for the Jews but for all of mankind (Ex. 12:49; Acts
17:24–31). Thus, those who had already perished by the
time of Christ’s death on the cross had perished having
rejected the salvation provided them by the future atone-
ment of Christ. In this sense, Christ died even for those
who were in hell at the time of His death. In Christ’s death,
the Old Testament promise of salvation was fulfilled.
Those in the past who died without faith, looking toward
the future sacrifice of Christ, would suffer the same eternal
torment as those today who look back to Christ without
faith.

The fact that the Calvinist is content to speak about
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God’s acting based upon His foreknowledge without con-
cern to the events in time, but he cannot accept that the
cross of Christ has always been in view regarding salva-
tion, is duplicitous. Revelation 13:8 reminds us that
Christ’s death has never been restricted to a moment in
time, “And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him,

whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb sslainlain

frfroomm tthehe ffouounndatiodationn ooff tthehe woworrlldd.” (emphasis added) In deal-
ing with mankind, God has always had the cross of Christ
in view. Christ’s sacrifice made atonement possible for all
men everywhere. From Genesis to Revelation, all men are
pointed to the cross.
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By now it should be evident that Jesus died for the entire
world in order to make salvation available to all mankind.
Christ’s atoning sacrifice was universal, but its application
is conditioned upon the individual’s belief. Nevertheless,
the doctrine of Limited Atonement depends upon the
belief that Jesus only died for those whom He chose to
save. According to this doctrine, Jesus could not have died
for those who will never believe upon Him. However,
Scripture presents a very different picture.

In writing to Timothy, the Apostle Paul reminds him
in 1 Timothy 4:10 that Jesus is the Savior of the world, “For

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Timothy+4%3A10&version=KJV


therefore we both labour and suffer reproach, because we trust

in the living God, who is the Saviour of allall mmen,en, sspeciallpeciallyy ooff

tthohossee tthathat bebelievelieve.” (emphasis added) Rather than leave any
opportunity for some to question the meaning of “world,”
the Apostle Paul specifies for exactly whom Jesus is the
Savior. Jesus Christ is the Savior of the world—both those
who believe and those who do not believe.

By including the phrase “specially of those that
believe,” the Apostle Paul makes it clear that Jesus died
for everyone—not only those who choose to believe upon
Him. Jesus Christ is the Savior of the world because He
died for the entire world to make salvation available to
everyone. He is the Savior especially of those who believe
because His offer of salvation is made applicable only to
those who believe upon Him. The fact of the matter is that
Jesus Christ is the Savior of the world! It matters not to His
position whether or not man believes in Him. Christ is the
Savior of the world regardless of man’s faith or unbelief.

The Apostle Paul must be teaching in 1 Timothy 4:10
that Christ’s sacrifice was universal—that Christ’s death
was for all mankind—but its application is condi-
tional—that only those who choose to believe upon Jesus
and accept His offer of salvation will be saved. Anything
less, and Jesus could not be the Savior of “all
men”—especially of those who believe upon Him.

Paul was not the only Apostle to teach that Jesus died
for those who will never believe upon Him. The Apostle
Peter also teaches this is 2 Peter 2:1, “But there were false

prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teach-

ers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even
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ddenenyingying tthehe LoLorrdd tthathat bougboughtht tthemhem, and bring upon themselves

swift destruction.” (emphasis added) Here the Apostle Peter,
in warning the church about false teachers, includes an
interesting phrase. Peter says that these false teachers deny
the Lord that “bought them.”

We know that Jesus “bought” us with His blood. This
is why the Apostle Paul teaches in 1 Corinthians 6:20, “For

ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body,

and in your spirit, which are God’s.” It is easy for us to accept
that Jesus bought the Christians with His blood, but, in
complete agreement with the Apostle Paul, the Apostle
Peter teaches in 2 Peter 2:1 that Jesus also bought the false
teachers with His blood. The only way this is possible is if
Jesus died also for those who will never believe upon Him.

It cannot be argued that these false teachers will even-
tually believe upon Jesus because they bring “upon them-
selves swift destruction” (v. 1), “their damnation slum-
bereth not” (v. 3), and they “shall receive the reward of
unrighteousness” (v. 13). The Apostle Peter spends much
time speaking about their pending judgment and refers to
them as “presumptuous” and self-willed (v. 10), “natural
brute beasts,” “ignorant,” and corrupt (v. 12), “deceiving,”
“spots and blemishes” (v. 13), “adulterous,” continually
sinful, “beguiling,” “unstable souls,” “covetous,” and
“cursed children” (v. 14), “wells without water,” and
“clouds that are carried with a tempest” (v. 17), “servants of
corruption” (v. 19), who have “gone astray” and follow the
way of Balaam (v. 15), who “speak great words of vanity,”
“allure through the lusts of the flesh” (v. 18), and falsely
promise liberty (v. 19). For these false teachers, “the mist of
darkness is reserved forever” (v. 17).
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According to Scripture, these wicked men all
undoubtedly suffer eternal damnation, but the fact
remains that Jesus Christ purchased their salvation.
Christ bought them with His blood and offers them salva-
tion, but they refuse and deny the Lord who bought them
(2 Peter 2:1). Clearly, Christ did not die only for those He
knew would be saved. Christ died for everyone whether or
not they choose to believe upon Him. John 4:42 says, “And

said unto the woman, Now we believe, not because of thy saying:

for we have heard him ourselves, and know that this is indeed

the Christ, the SaSaviouviourr ooff tthehe woworrlldd.” (emphasis added) Also,
1 John 4:14 tells us, “And we have seen and do testify that the

Father sent the Son to be the SaSaviouviourr ooff tthehe woworrlldd.” (emphasis
added)

Jesus Christ is the Savior of the world!
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“And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the

field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel

of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone

round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel

said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of

great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this

day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.”

~Luke 2:8–11

Jesus is the Savior of the whole world—especially of
those who believe (1 Tim. 4:10). His sacrificial death made
salvation available to those who believe upon Him in faith
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as well as those who refuse to believe upon him. Not
everyone accepts the message of the gospel, but it is “good
tidings of great joy … to all people.”

How can God’s provision of a Savior be good news of
great joy for someone who can never experience salvation?
Consider how you would react if someone announced to
you, “I have good news of great joy for you! Jesus has come
to save some from their sins, but you are not one of those
people. You are still going to burn in hell, and there is
nothing you can do to change that.” Would your heart be
filled with great joy? Why should it be? Such an announce-
ment might be good news for somebody, but it cannot be
good news for you.

Christ’s ministry on the cross is good news of great joy
for all people because it made the offer of salvation avail-
able for all people. This is the simple truth of the gospel. It
may seem basic, but Scripture teaches that the gospel mes-
sage is simple. Second Corinthians 11:3 says, “But I fear, lest

by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty,

so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in

Christ.” Any gospel that requires volumes of explanation
and exegesis is too complicated to be the true gospel. This
is also the conclusion of others. Dave Hunt shares:

Many, whose obvious sincerity was appreciated, were telling
me that in spite of my quoting John Calvin directly from his
writings, along with quotations from leading Calvinists of
today, I was still likely to misrepresent Calvinism because I
didn’t understand it. Even after a recent three-hour detailed
discussion with Calvinist friends they still told me, “You
just don’t understand Calvinism.” If the gospel is that com-
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plex, who could be saved? Why should Calvinism be such a
difficult and apparently esoteric subject that it would require
years to comprehend it?1

Likewise, after having studied Calvinist literature
David Cloud concludes:

Thus, while I have not read every book on this subject that
could be recommended by my readers, I have made a consid-
erable effort to understand Calvinism properly and not to
misrepresent it (though I have learned that a non-Calvinist
will ALWAYS be charged with misrepresentation). The
Calvinist will doubtless argue that I simply don’t under-
stand Calvinism properly, and to this I reply that if Calvin-
ism is that complicated it can’t be the truth. If a reasonably
intelligent preacher who has studied and taught the Bible
diligently for 32 years and has published a Bible encyclope-
dia and many other Bible study books can study Calvinism
with a desire to understand it properly and still not under-
stand it, then it is far too complicated to be the truth! The
apostle Paul warned that it is the devil that makes theology
that complicated.2

The shepherds to whom the angels heralded the birth
of Christ were not educated men. They had no way of
comparing the announcement of the angels with other
Scripture to discover that technically Christ would be the
Savior only of the elect. The New Testament writings of
Paul and even the teachings of Christ did not yet exist. All

1. Hunt, What Love Is This?, 12.
2. Cloud, The Calvinist Debate, 52–53.
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that they had were the illustrations of Christ in the Old
Testament—illustrations such as the brass serpent and the
Passover.*3 Nevertheless, God considered them fully qual-
ified to receive and understand the good news of the
gospel message.

Believing the message of the angels that Christ’s birth
was good news for all people, the shepherds immediately
became evangelists. Luke 2:17 says, “And when they had seen

it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them con-

cerning this child.” They believed the message, and it moti-
vated them to share it with others. However, if Calvin-
ism is correct, then what motivation is there to share the
gospel with others? If Jesus did not die for every person,
and we cannot know for whom He died; and if those for
whom Christ died will be saved regardless of anything we
say or do, then why should we be eager to evangelize?

For the Calvinist, evangelism is an exercise in futility.
After all, according to the Calvinist Herman Hoeksema,
“God determines sovereignly who shall be saved, and who
shall not be saved …”4 Rienkt Kuiper adds, “Whoever the
Lord Jesus died for is of necessity going to be saved.”5 The
Calvinist believes that the salvation of the lost is an act
of God completely separate from any actions of mankind.
This is because, as Jerome Zanchius says, “[T]he number of
the elect, and also of the reprobate, is so fixed and deter-
minate that neither can be augmented or dimin-

3. For an explanation of these types in Scripture, see Appendix A.
4. Hoeksema, Whosoever Will, Ch. 12 “God’s Drawing and Man’s Responsibil-

ity.”
5. Smith, Reformed Evangelism, 21, Source: Vance, The Other Side of Calvinism,

471.
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ished.”6 Because of this, Samuel Storms concludes that,
“[E]ventually, if they are elect, in God’s appointed time
they will believe.”7

When pressed why a person should evangelize, the
Calvinist has only one answer: Because God commanded
us to evangelize. Such thinking supposes that God gives us
futile commands. Either God gave a command which He
knew would accomplish and change nothing, or He gave a
command which has the potential to affect change.

The honest Calvinist will admit that there is no eternal
significance to others in whether or not he is obedient to
God’s command to evangelize. Refusal to evangelize is no
different than breaking God’s command to love his wife as
Christ loved the church, to be continually honest, or any
other command. It may result in a loss of personal rewards,
but it has no eternal significance regarding the salvation of
others. It is precisely this mindset that has dominated the
Calvinist denominations. An example of this is provided
us by the historian, Thomas Armitage:

[William Carey’s] “Inquiry into the Obligations of Chris-
tians to use means for the Conversion of the Heathen” was
published in 1792, but found few readers and produced little
effect. To most of the Baptists his views were visionary and
even wild, in open conflict with God’s sovereignty. At a
meeting of ministers, where the senior Ryland presided,
Carey proposed that at the next meeting they discuss the
duty of attempting to spread the Gospel amongst the hea-
then. Fuller was present, but the audacity of the proposition

6. Zanchius, Absolute Predestination, 58.
7. Storms, Chosen for Life, 148.
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made him hold his breath, while Ryland, shocked, sprang to
his feet and Ordered Carey to sit down, saying: “When God
pleases to convert the heathen, he will do it without your aid
or mine!”8

John Wesley, an opponent of Calvinism, correctly
assesses the heart of the issue when he says:

Call it therefore by whatever name you please, election,
preterition, predestination, or reprobation, it comes in the
end to the same thing. The sense of all is plainly this: by
virtue of an eternal, unchangeable, irresistible decree of
God, one part of mankind are infallibly saved and the rest
infallibly damned; it being impossible that any of the former
should be damned, or that any of the latter should be saved.
But if this be so, then is all preaching in vain. It is needless
to them that are elected; for they, whether with preaching
or without, will infallibly be saved. Therefore, the end of
preaching, to save souls, is void with regard to them. And it
is useless to them that are not elected, for they cannot pos-
sibly be saved. They, whether with preaching or without,
will infallibly be damned. The end of preaching is therefore
void with regard to them likewise; so that in either case, our
preaching is vain, as your hearing is also vain.9

We do not preach in vain, and God does not give futile
commands. Contrary to the teaching of Calvinism, Jesus’
command to evangelize in Matthew 28:19–20 was moti-
vated by God’s desire to see all mankind saved (2 Peter 3:9).

8. Armitage, The History of the Baptists, 580–581.
9. Wesley, The Works of the Reverend John Wesley, A.M., Vol. I, 483.

DID CHRIST DIE FOR EVERDID CHRIST DIE FOR EVERYONE?YONE? 115115

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28%3A19%E2%80%9320&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+3%3A9&version=KJV


The gospel message is “good tidings of great joy … to all
the people.”
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The TThe Truerue
GospelGospel
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Christ’s death upon the cross was not restricted to a select
few. His shed blood purchased salvation for anyone who is
willing to receive it. It is a gift that is offered to all. Scrip-
ture plainly teaches that Christ purchased salvation for
both those who believe in Him and those who will never
believe in Him. His death truly is for the entire world.

The word “world” in John 3:16, John 4:14, and 1 John
2:2 cannot mean anything other than “all mankind.” We
have seen that replacing the term “world” with “the elect”
results in blatant contradictions and errors in Scripture.
However, God’s Word is perfect and is free from all error.
Proper biblical hermeneutics and the plain reading of
Scripture reveal that Christ’s death was made for every
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person. Unfortunately, not every person receives the
atonement of Christ.

Given that Scripture identifies Christ’s offer of salva-
tion as a free gift, it must be possible for people to reject
the offer. A gift which is forcibly received is no gift at all.
Instead, Scripture teaches that Christ’s sacrifice was uni-
versal in that He died for all mankind, but it is conditional
in that it must be received by the individual’s choice to
believe upon Christ in repentance.

No person is born into this world as a member of God’s
family. The death of Jesus Christ on the cross, and His
subsequent resurrection, provide the atonement for the
sins of all mankind, but the application of His sacrifice is
not applied to our sins until we willfully choose to believe
and accept Him as our personal Savior. Faith does not fol-
low salvation. Scripture plainly teaches that salvation fol-
lows a person’s faith in Christ. This is why the Apostle
Paul teaches that we are united with Christ in His death,
not at the time of Christ’s death, but at the time of our
being baptized into the body of Christ—the moment of
our salvation.

The repeated plea of Scripture is for the individual to
receive the free gift of God’s salvation by faith. Christ
is actively working to draw all men unto Himself. He is
bringing man to the point where he must make a decision,
but He allows man the freedom to choose as he will.

We are all sinners held responsible by God for our own
sin. Romans 3:23 states, “For all have sinned, and come short

of the glory of God.” The word “sin” literally means “to miss
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the mark.”1 Sin is our missing the mark or falling short of
what God intends for our lives. It is acting in a manner
which is contrary to the will and character of God.

The result of our sin is spiritual death. Romans 6:23
tells us, “The wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal

life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Fortunately, this verse
does not conclude by simply informing us of the conse-
quence of our sin. Instead, it announces a wonderful alter-
native. We do not need to remain in our sin, but can
receive the free gift of eternal life.

John 3:16 tells us, “For God so loved the world, that He gave

His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should

not perish, but have everlasting life.” God sent His Son, the
Lord Jesus Christ, to die on the cross as the payment for
our sin. Jesus Christ died to save us from our sin. He took
the penalty for our sin upon Himself so that, believing in
Him, we can have eternal life. All we need to do is believe
on Him.

John 3:16 makes it perfectly clear that Jesus Christ died
on the cross for everyone. Salvation is made available to
any person who is willing to accept His free gift. The
Apostle John clarified that he did indeed mean that Jesus
died for the entire world—all people everywhere—when
he wrote I John 2:2 stating, “And [Jesus Christ] is the propitia-

tion for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the

whole world.”

Jesus Christ offers us a free gift. He has done all the

1. “Sin,” Strong’s #264, Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance, 10.
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work for us to be saved. Jesus has made a way for sinful
men to be saved. Without Christ, man’s sin will take him
to hell, and ultimately the lake of fire (Luke 16:22–31). Rev-
elation 20:15 says, “And whosoever was not found written in

the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.” However, man
does not have to spend eternity in the lake of fire separated
from God.

Jesus Christ left the glory of heaven to come to earth
to suffer and die for the sins of all mankind. Jesus Christ
lived a sinless life, died on the cross as the payment for our
sin, was buried in a tomb, and on the third day rose again
victorious over death, hell, and the grave—proving to us
that as He lives again, so we, by faith in Him, will also live
again.

Jesus makes Himself known to us and reaches out to us
with the gift of salvation. The Holy Spirit of God, through
the Word of God, touches man’s heart to draw him to
Christ and to convince him that the message of salvation
is true, but man must make the final decision to receive
Jesus Christ as his Savior. God offers man the free gift of
eternal life, but man must use the free will that God has
given him to choose to receive that gift. Jesus has done all
the work of salvation. The only thing left is for us to accept
it.

Romans 10:9–13 makes it clear how a person can be
saved:

That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt

believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead,

thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto right-
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eousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be

ashamed. For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek:

for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. For

whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.

The call to repentance and faith in Jesus Christ is made
to all people. Acts 17:30 says, “And the times of this ignorance

God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to

repent:” Believing that he is a sinner, condemned to and
deserving of hell, man must choose of his own free will to
turn in repentance to the Lord Jesus Christ to receive Him
as the Savior of his soul. From the heart, man can pray a
simple prayer to receive the precious and wonderful gift of
salvation:

Dear Jesus,

I know that I am a sinner and I believe that my sin will

take my soul to hell. I also believe that you love me and died

for me. You paid for my sin when you died on the cross. I

believe that you rose from the grave. I repent of my sin and

want to receive your free gift of salvation. I am sorry for my

sin, and I ask you right now to come into my heart to save

me. I thank you for loving me so much that you would die

for me, and I thank you for saving my soul. In Jesus name I

pray. Amen.
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ReviewReview
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Proper biblical hermeneutics and the plain teaching of
Scripture reveal that the Calvinist doctrine of Limited
Atonement cannot be true. Jesus Christ did not die only
for the sins of some people. Jesus Christ died for the sins
of every person. In review:

1) Calvinism limits Christ’s atonement to a select
number of people known as “the elect.” However, 1
John 2:2 teaches that Christ is the propitiation for the
sins of the “whole world.”

2) The Calvinist presents three false arguments
stating that if Christ died for everyone, then everyone
must be saved:

• If Christ paid the penalty of sin for every man,

then every man must be saved.

• If God judged the sin of the world in Christ and

then judges sin in the lives of those who reject

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+2%3A2&version=KJV
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Christ by sending them to hell, then God would

be judging that sin twice.

• If Adam’s sin was applied to all of mankind, then

Christ’s atonement must also be applied to all of

mankind, thus saving everyone.

None of these arguments are valid because they all
confuse Christ’s atonement with its application.

3) We know that Christ’s atoning sacrifice is uni-
versal. It was made for all mankind. However, the
application of Christ’s atoning sacrifice is condi-
tional. It is applied only to those who choose to accept
Christ’s offer of salvation by faith.

4) Calvinism reverses God’s formula for salvation.
According to the Calvinist, a person receives faith
after he receives his salvation. However, according to
many passages of Scripture, such as Romans 10:9–10,
a person receives his salvation after he believes upon
Christ.

5) The Calvinist argues that if the atonement of
Christ is applicable only if a person has faith in Christ
Jesus, then his salvation is based upon works. Eph-
esians 2:8–9 and Romans 4:2–5 teach that faith is not a
work. More than this, they teach that salvation is the
result of a person’s faith in Jesus Christ.

6) Calvinism teaches that “world” in John 3:16
does not mean “all mankind.” According to Calvin-
ism, God does not love all mankind. Instead, Calvin-
ism teaches that “world” in John 3:16 means “the
elect.” God loves the elect. However, “world” in
Scripture never means “the elect.” The Apostle John
uses the term “world” eighty times in his gospel and
twenty-three times in the book of 1 John. Not one
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time does the term “world” mean “the elect.” In fact,
“world” often carries a negative connotation and is
commonly contrasted against that which is spiritual.
Besides this, if the definition “the elect” is applied to
passages such as John 3:19 or John 17:9, it results in
contradictions and errors.

7) John 3:16 is not a verse which is intended to
stand alone. It is connected to John 3:14–15 and
answers the question “Why?” Connecting the
thoughts in these verses together, we see that Jesus
says that He, in His death, is going to be lifted up
for all to see (v. 14), so that anyone who is willing to
believe upon Him can be saved (v. 15), because God
has such great love for the world (v. 16).

8) The Calvinist claims that 1 John 2:2 is teaching
that Jesus died for the sins of the believing Jews as well
as the sins of the believing Gentiles. Aside from the
fact that the Apostle John never addresses the Jew or
the Gentile in the book of 1 John, this interpretation
is impossible. If “whole world” means “the believing
Gentile” in 1 John, then 1 John 5:19 would read, “And

we know that we are of God, and the [[bebelievinglieving GGentilentilee]]

lieth in wickedness.” This interpretation does not make
any sense. It is the Calvinist’s desperate attempt to
stubbornly cling to a Scripturally unsubstantiated
belief system rather than embrace the truth.

9) The Calvinist may teach that Christ died to
remove the sins of only the elect, but He also died to
purchase mercy for the non-elect. This mercy is the
postponing of God’s judgment. However, this idea is
never taught in Scripture. Further, 1 John 2:2 does not
say that Jesus died to purchase mercy in the delaying
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of judgment, but rather that He died as the propitia-
tion for sin.

10) Calvinists determine their doctrines and then
read them into the text. A plain reading of such pas-
sages as Hebrews 2:9, Isaiah 53:6, 1 Timothy 2:3–6, and
numerous other passages of Scripture will never ren-
der the Calvinist understanding of Limited Atone-
ment. It is impossible to correctly understand so many
clear verses of Scripture and arrive at the doctrine of
Calvinism. The Calvinist redefines, twists, and reads
his doctrine into the Word of God to make it say what
is acceptable to his system of belief. In the process, he
strays from truth and arrives at error.

11) When reading John 12:32, the Calvinist con-
fuses Christ’s drawing with Christ’s salvation. The
two are not the same. When a person is drawn to
God, he is faced with the decision to pursue a further
understanding of God or to reject and ignore Him.
Scripture teaches that a person must be drawn before
He can choose God, but it also teaches that God
draws all men.

12) The same word for “draw” in John 12:32 is used
in Acts 20:30, “Also of your own selves shall men arise,

speaking perverse things, to ddrraaww away disciples after

them.” (emphasis added) Clearly, the Apostle Paul
does not mean to say that the false teachers will take
hold of believers and forcibly and violently drag them
away from God and the church in such a way that the
believers are incapable of resisting them. Instead, Paul
is warning that false teachers will convince many to
believe and follow after their teaching, but believers
are always able to resist the wiles of the devil (Eph.
6:11; James 4:7). If believers can resist the drawing of

DID CHRIST DIE FOR EVERDID CHRIST DIE FOR EVERYONE?YONE? 125125

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+2%3A9&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+53%3A6&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Timothy+2%3A3%E2%80%936&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12%3A32&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12%3A32&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+20%3A30&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Eph.+6%3A11&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Eph.+6%3A11&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+4%3A7&version=KJV


the false teachers, why are they unable to resist the
drawing of God? The same Greek word for “draw”
that is used in Acts 20:30 is used in John 6:44 and
12:32.

13) The Calvinist sometimes argues that if Christ
died for all mankind, then Christ died to provide sal-
vation for some who were already in hell at the time
of His death. Revelation 13:8 teaches that Christ has
been slain from the foundation of the earth. His sac-
rifice has never been confined to a moment in time.
Instead, God has always dealt with mankind with the
sacrifice of Christ in view. Thus, the future death,
burial, and resurrection of Christ provided the offer
of salvation within their lifetimes to those who were
in hell at the time of Christ’s death. Salvation has
always been by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (Gal.
3:21–25). In the Old Testament, mankind was saved by
looking ahead to the future ministry of Christ. Today,
mankind looks back.

14) The Calvinist doctrine of Limited Atonement
teaches that Christ died only for the sins of those who
will believe in Christ. However, Scripture teaches
that Christ died for the sins of everyone—both those
who believe and those who do not believe. 1 Timothy
2:3–6 teaches that Christ is the Savior of the whole
world in that He has provided the offer of salvation
to every man, but He is especially the Savior of those
who believe because Christ’s atonement has been
applied in their lives. Also, 2 Peter 2:1 teaches that
Christ bought even the false teachers who will be
judged and condemned to hell.

15) The gospel message is simple (2 Cor. 11:3). Even
a child can understand it. Any gospel which requires
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volumes of explanation and exegesis is too compli-
cated to be the true gospel.

16) The angels announced to the shepherds in
Luke 2:8–11 that the gospel message is good news for
“all people.” In order for the gospel to be good news
for all people, Christ’s sacrifice and offer of salvation
must be for all people.

17) The only way to understand Christ’s ministry
on the cross which does not contradict other Scrip-
ture is to accept the plain reading of John 3:14–16:

And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so

must the Son of man be lifted up: That whosoever believeth

in him should not perish, but have eternal life. For God so

loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that

whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have ever-

lasting life.

Jesus Christ died for all men and wants all men to be
saved. The sacrificial atonement of Christ is in no way lim-
ited. It is offered to everyone and is sufficient for the eter-
nal salvation of all men everywhere.
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Appendix A -Appendix A -
The PThe Passovassoverer

LambLamb

The Passover lamb is one of Scripture’s many illustrations
of Christ. We call such illustrations “types.” The Passover
lamb is a type of Christ for us. The following explanation
of this type is taken from J. Edwin Hartill’s book, Principles

of Biblical Hermeneutics:

1.1. ThThe Pe Passoassovver Lamer Lamb—b—1 C1 Coror. 5:7. 5:7..
This is typical of Christ as it is divinely authorized.

This takes us back to Ex. 12. It is a most remarkable chapter
and contains one of the most astounding types of the
Bible. Israel is in Egypt—in bondage. Here we have the
judgment on the land, and the deliverance of Israel by the
Passover Lamb. That night Israel was led out of bondage.
From Ex. 12 we go to John 19:36—“A bone of him shall
not be broken.” John the Baptist had it revealed to him
that Christ was the lamb. No one is ever called the Lamb
of God except Christ—John 1:29. God never had in mind
any lamb save the one Lamb. In spite of the slaying of
the thousands of lambs, you never read of Passover lambs,
but “the Passover Lamb.” On the night of the Passover,
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there were possibly thousands of lambs slain, but God
did not say “Kill them,” but, “Kill it.” All divine sacrifices
are embodied only in the Lamb slain from the foundation
of the world. Calvary culminates, down to the minutest
detail, the slaughter of innumerable lambs.

(a) One thing that stands out in Ex. 12 is the fact
that Israel was in bondage—in slavery. Their burdens
had become so great that they were almost unbear-
able—Ex. 2:23. This slavery is typical of the slavery
endured by the sinner who is the bond-slave of sin.
This bondage is worse than the slavery of the
Israelites.

(b) They were in sin. We are inclined to think of
these people as martyrs, but they deserved just what
they endured. They were not only slaves, but also sin-
ners as well. They were as sinful as the Egyptians; in
fact, they were worse than the Egyptians, for they had
light that the Egyptians did not have. They had con-
tact with God and had such promises and enlighten-
ment as the Egyptians had never had. Israel was wor-
shipping the Gods of the Egyptians—Ezek. 20:33–38.
Israel was so contaminated, and so headstrong in her
idolatry, that God thought to destroy her. This is a
picture of man outside of Christ.

(c) They were delivered through the lamb.
It was God’s purpose to bring these people out

of Egypt—to deliver them. But, before He could set
them free, before they could know the blessing of
Jehovah dwelling in their midst, before they could
walk with God, the sin question must be taken care
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of. God will not associate Himself with sin; God is
Holy. It was God’s plan to deliver them after the ques-
tion of their sin was settled. God settled that question
by passing the sentence of death against the first-born
in the land of Egypt.

Exodus 11:4, 5—That included the first-born in the
Hebrew homes as well as the first-born in the holes
of the Egyptians. God brought the judgments against
the gods of the Egyptians, and so against those who
worshipped the gods.

God singled out in every case, the household’s
pride, the first-born, the heir of the family, the one
in whom the hopes of the house were centered. This
first-born is representative of the family and of the
family’s guilt. The whole family is under condemna-
tion, a condemnation that rests upon Jew and Gen-
tile. “All have sinned,” and “The wages of sin is
death.” That is what Christ received on the cross, the
wages of sin. They were wages He had not earned,
because He was sinless; but He received them anyway.

The condition then, is this: Here is a people sinful
slaves under condemnation. When God said, “I am
come down to deliver them,” that is grace.

Moses was not going to deliver them but was
merely an instrument in the hands of God. god was
the Deliverer. Another Deliverer came down, incar-
nate in Christ, in order that slaves might be delivered.
What has been said concerning the people of Israel is
true of man today. Romans 3—There is no difference.
All have not committed the same kind or the same
number of sins, but all have sinned. There was no dif-
ference between Israel and Egypt, but God put a dif-
ference between them—there was the lamb between.
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(d) Concerning the lamb.

(1) Specifications—Exodus 12:3
One lamb is always sufficient, and Christ is

always sufficient. The lamb must be a perfect
specimen, a first-born male, without outer defile-
ment and inner wrong—1 Pet. 1:19; Heb. 7;26.

(2) The lamb must be slain.
A live lamb would not save the first-born in

the home.

(3) The blood must be sprinkled on the two
sides and above the door. Something must be
done with the blood. Some say that if Jesus died
for the world, the world must be saved. They for-
get that the blood must be applied. It takes more
than the shedding of blood to save a sinner.
There must be a personal appropriation. The
blood must be put on the door in the form of a
cross.

Blood in the Lamb—Incarnation.
Blood in the basin—Death.
Blood on the door—Application.

(4) The lamb must be put into the fire. It not
only had to be slain, but it also had to be roasted
as well. There might be some cross-pieces to hold
the limbs apart.

Thus the lamb was literally crucified. This
gives us a picture of Christ crucified. He was
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hung before the open fire of God’s wrath, and the
flames of God’s wrath enveloped Him.

(5) It must not be eaten raw.
The carcass had to endure the fire until the

roasting was complete or until the action of the
fire was complete. Christ said, “It is finished.” He
had endured it all. The lamb must not be soaked
with water, because water would resist the action
of the fire. Nothing was to be done to alleviate
the sufferings of Christ on the cross.

(6) They were to eat the lamb.
The eating of the lamb would strengthen

them for their journey. There are Christians
today who haven’t fed on the lamb, and so have
not strength to get out of the land of Egypt.

(7) What was left must be burned.
If any of the flesh of the lamb was not eaten, it

would spoil and decay, and become corrupt. But
this lamb is typical of Christ, and anything that
savors of corruption must be destroyed.

(e) Concerning the blood.
The blood was sprinkled for God. It was for
God’s eye, not for the eye of the first-born. The

blood spilt of Calvary we have never seen, but God
saw it.

(f) Result of the Passover.
When the Passover was over, there was death in

every home in the land of Egypt. In the homes of the
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Egyptians it was the death of the first-born. In the
homes of the Israelites it was the death of the first-
born lamb. There was a first-born dead in every home.

(g) The feast of unleavened bread—Ex. 12:15. This
was instituted also. They were to put leaven out of
their homes, and for seven days were to eat unleav-
ened bread.

(h) The time of the Passover.
The lamb was slain at three o’clock in the after-

noon; judgment came at midnight. Between three and
midnight there was time for the sprinkling of the
blood, but after midnight no blood could be sprin-
kled; it was too late.

Christ was crucified 1900 years ago. That was at
three in the afternoon. There is a midnight of God’s
judgment coming, but before that time men must
come under the blood, to be saved.

(i) The New Year.
In Exodus 12 we read that God changed the cal-

endar of the Israelites. They were at the beginning of
the seventh month, but God changed it to the first
month. Six is the number of man, failure and sin. Six
months had passed, and the seventh had come, and
the seventh was to be the new beginning based on the
Passover. The old six is blotted out.
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Appendix B -Appendix B -
The BrazenThe Brazen

SerpentSerpent

The brazen serpent is one of Scripture’s many illustrations
of Christ. We call such illustrations “types.” The brazen
serpent is a type of Christ for us. The following explana-
tion of this type is taken from J. Edwin Hartill’s book, Prin-

ciples of Biblical Hermeneutics:

2. Th2. The Brazen Serpene Brazen Serpentt
This is one of the types of the cross which is pointed

out by the Lord. It is as if He did not want us to miss this
type—John 3:14, 15. This takes us back to Numbers 21. The
Israelites were sinful, and were murmuring against God.
As judgment, fiery serpents were sent among them. When
the people cried to Moses for aid, God instructed Moses
to construct a serpent of brass and lift it up on a pole. All
that was necessary was to look—“Look and live.” It is this
case of physical healing in the Old Testament that Christ
took as an illustration of spiritual healing in the New Tes-
tament. This case of healing in the physical realm is typical
of healing in the spiritual realm.
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(a) Condition of the people.
Death was among them—“Much people of Israel

died.” This was caused by the bite of the fiery serpent.
There is no man or woman living who has not the poi-
son of the serpent-bite. We are sinners and under the
sentence and shadow of death. The poison of the ser-
pent is the poison of sin.

(b) Remedies and results.
In Israel, God gave them the serpent on the pole.

It was God’s remedy, not man’s.

(1) Destroying the serpents.
When the Israelites began to die they cried to

Moses, “Pray to the Lord that He will take away
the serpents.” That was man’s method, God’s
method was to lift up the serpent.

(2) Work for your salvation.
God didn’t say, “Forget all about yourself and

go out and help some of the other poor fellows
who have been bitten.”

(3) Fighting for salvation.
God did not say, “Go out and fight the ser-

pents.”
It is not fight that saves, but faith.

(4) Bargaining for salvation.
They were not told to make an offering to the

serpent.

(5) Looking to the law for salvation.
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They were not told to look at Moses. Such
people do not recognize—Titus 3:5.

(6) They were not told to look at themselves.
All you see when you look at yourself is a

snake-bite. Don’t look at your own wounds, look
at His. A victorious life is not to be lived by look-
ing at yourself, but by looking at Christ.

(c) The serpent was made of brass.
Brass in Scripture is typical of judgment. So the

serpent of brass speaks of judgment. Christ was
judged in our stead. The serpent on the pole stands
for judgment. The anti-type gives us judgment, for
Christ on the cross was judged.

(d) It was a serpent.
That serpent of the pole was made in the likeness

of that which brought death. In other words, Christ
took upon Himself the form of that which had done
the mischief.

(e) It was a serpent in which there was no poison.
There was no sin in Christ. He had no sin, He knew
no sin, He did not sin.

(f) It must be lifted on a pole.
The Saviour must be put on a cross. No other exe-

cution would do. The Jewish method of execution
was stoning; but Christ stoned to death would not
save.

(g) The command.
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Look and live! look and be saved! You are not
saved because you understand, but because you look.
You don’t have to have an education to look. Any fool
can look.

(h) The cure.
A look at the serpent on the pole brought life. The

serpents brought death, but the look brought life. A
sinner under condemnation who looks, receives a
new life. Sin and Satan are not taken out of the world,
but the one who looks has a new life. A simple rem-
edy—look and live.

(i) Reason for failure.
Suppose someone said, “That is foolish to think

that a person can be healed that way.” If you will not
look, you will not live. There are people today who
say, “Christ crucified is foolishness.” If they will not
look, they must die. Sin will not argue; the poison will
not argue. Sin kills.

(j) One class could not be healed.
There was one class of people to whom the

uplifted serpent was useless. They were those already
dead.
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Appendix C - 2Appendix C - 2
PPeter 3:9eter 3:9

Referring to 2 Peter 3:9, John Calvin says:

This is His wondrous love towards the human race, that He
desires all men to be saved, and is prepared to bring even
the perishing to safety. We must notice the order, that God
is prepared to receive all men into repentance, so that none
may perish. These words indicate the means of obtaining
salvation, and whoever of us seeks salvation must learn to
follow in this way.

It could be asked here, if God does not want any to per-
ish, why do so many in fact perish? My reply is that no
mention is made here of the secret decree of God by which
the wicked are doomed to their own ruin, but only of His
loving-kindness as it is made known to us in the Gospel.
There God stretches out His hand to all alike, but He only
grasps those (in such a way as to lead to Himself) whom He
has chosen before the foundation of the world.1

John Calvin accepts that God’s revealed will is that
God “desires all men to be saved, and is prepared to bring

1. Calvin, Calvin’s New Testament Commentaries Vol. XII, 364.
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even the perishing to safety.” However, Calvin also accepts
that God’s secret will, or decree, is that only some be
saved. Today, many Calvinists refer to this thinking as
“The Double Will of God,” or “The Two Wills of God.”
John Calvin does not believe that God has two separate
wills, but he does believe that it appears to man’s ignorant
mind as though God has two wills because we are unable
to understand how God wills that which He does not
want.

The Bible does not teach this. Instead, Jesus teaches
that anyone whose will is opposed to itself will undermine
his own efforts. In Mark 3:23–26 Jesus says:

And he called them unto him, and said unto them in parables,

How can Satan cast out Satan? And if a kingdom be divided

against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. And if a house be

divided against itself, that house cannot stand. And if Satan rise

up against himself, and be divided, he cannot stand, but hath an

end.

Jesus was accused of acting on the devil’s behalf. He
denied this by saying that nothing opposed to itself can
possibly endure. Is it possible then, that God would
oppose Himself in clearly stating His will, but secretly
wanting its opposite? Therefore, God cannot want all men
to be saved and, at the same time, want only some men to
be saved. For an explanation of the two wills of God, see
Appendix D.
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Appendix D -Appendix D -
Does God HavDoes God Havee
a Double Will?a Double Will?

The following explanation of the “Double Will of God” or

“Secret Will” teaching of Calvinism is taken from Timothy

Zebell’s book, Along Calvin’s Road: Is God the Author of
Sin?

It is astonishing that reasonable men can accept such
an outrageous claim as John Piscador’s, “God does holily
drive and thrust men on unto wickedness.”1 2 Corinthians
6:14 says, “[W]hat fellowship hath righteousness with unright-

eousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?” A
righteous God cannot unite himself with unrighteous-
ness. James said it this way in James 1:13–14, “Let no man say

when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be

tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: But every man

is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.”

The God of the Bible cannot be tempted with evil and

1. Benson, The Revival and Rejection of an Old Traditional Heresy, 41.
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will never, contrary to Calvinist doctrine, tempt, drive, or
cause man to sin.

If our God is holy, then He will never “drive and
thrust” men unto wickedness. Such compulsion would be
wicked and against the very nature of God. It is impossible
to say that it is righteous, holy, and acceptable for God to
compel men to do evil. It is a spiritual impossibility for
God, who is light, to work the darkness of sin. Light and
darkness are polar opposites, and there is found no place
of sin or darkness in the holy God of the Bible.

Piscador’s statement is essentially the same as that of
John Calvin when he says that God “wills the same as
the criminal and the wicked, but in a different way.”2 In
other words, God wills evil in holiness, but men will evil
in wickedness. How can anyone accept such outrageous
claims when 1 Corinthians 6:14 clearly teaches us that
righteousness and wickedness cannot work together? God
will never unite His holiness with evil.

Attempting to explain this discrepancy, many Calvin-
ists have established a double will within God. They argue
that God has a revealed will and a secret or permissive will.
John Piper says:

Affirming the will of God to save all, while also affirming
the unconditional election of some, implies that there are at
least “two wills” in God, or two ways of willing. It implies
that God decrees one state of affairs while also willing and
teaching that a different state of affairs should come to pass.

2. Calvin, Concerning the Eternal Predestination of God, 184.
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This distinction in the way God wills has been expressed in
various ways throughout the centuries. It is not a new con-
trivance. For example, theologians have spoken of sovereign
will and moral will, efficient will and permissive will, secret
will and revealed will, will of decree and will of command,
decretive will and preceptive will, voluntas signi (will of sign)
and voluntas beneplaciti (will of good pleasure), etc.3

According to the Calvinist, God’s revealed will is that all
men everywhere be holy and righteous; God’s secret will is
that men sin in order to accomplish a greater glory for
God.*4 The Calvinist Theodore Beza says, “Nothing falls
outside of the divine willing, even when certain events are
clearly contrary to God’s will.”5 According to this doctrine,
God has chosen to use sin to bring Himself even greater
glory.

Jonathan Edwards concludes, “God did from all eter-
nity will or decree the commission of all the sins of the
world, because his permissive will is his true and real
will.”6 In other words, God has two wills—his revealed
will and His real or permissive will. If God’s revealed will is
not His real will, then how is it not a fake will? It is the will
He talks about, but doesn’t really mean. Instead, God acts
upon His real or permissive will which requires and neces-
sitates sin.

3. Piper, "Are There Two Wills in God? Divine Election and Gods Desire for All to be
Saved."

4. “The secret will of God is His eternal, unchanging purpose concerning all
things which He hath made, to be brought about by certain means to their
appointed ends.” (Pink, The Sovereignty of God, 244.)

5. Beza, Of Christ and the Decree, 86.
6. Edwards, On the Decrees, Book I., Ch. 3, 112–113, Source: Benson, The

Revival and Rejection of an Old Traditional Heresy, 80.
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According to this method of thinking, God is essen-
tially saying one thing and doing something different.
Arthur W. Pink explains:

But God knowing that we should fail to perfectly do His
revealed will ordered His eternal counsels accordingly, and
these eternal counsels, which make up His secret will,
though unknown to us are, though unconsciously, fulfilled
in and through us.7

Pink concludes, “God’s revealed will is never done per-
fectly or fully by any of us, but His secret will never fails
of accomplishment even in the minutest particular.”8 So
God, in his revealed will, commands man to be holy in
1 Peter 1:16, but He secretly wills that man should sin
because, as Arthur W. Pink explains, “This secret will is
‘always effected, always fulfilled.’”9 Does this accurately
describe the God of the Bible? Of course not! Truth is a
fruit of the Holy Spirit, “For the fruit of the Spirit is in all

goodness and righteousness and truth” (Eph. 5:9).

Isaiah 45:19 reminds us that God does not say one thing
and intend or do another, “I have not spoken in secret, in a

dark place of the earth: I said not unto the seed of Jacob, Seek

ye me in vain: I the LORD speak righteousness, I declare things

that are right.”

Consider the implications of serving a God who says
He wants righteousness but secretly wills sin instead.

7. Pink, The Sovereignty of God, 246.
8. Ibid, 244.
9. Ibid.
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Although we may not fully agree with all his doctrine,
Jesse Morrell aptly expounds:

If God commanded Adam and Eve not to sin when He
secretly wanted them to sin, then God was misrepresenting
His own character while misleading and deceiving Adam
and Eve by giving them false impressions. You see, truthful-
ness is the foundation of trustworthiness. But what confi-
dence can you have in the character of a being who doesn’t
even mean what he says? It may be simplistic, but it’s true
that the mere fact that God commanded them not to sin,
and that He warned them about the negative consequences
if they did sin, is proof positive that God didn’t want them
to sin, but that they sinned contrary to His will and despite
God’s influence in their lives.10

Of course, John Calvin does not accept the two-wills
of God argument. He does not believe that God has a
divided will but rather that we are unable to understand
how two apparently contradictory wills can truly be one
will:

Still, however, the will of God is not at variance with itself. It
undergoes no change. He makes no pretence of not willing
what he wills, but while in himself the will is one and undi-
vided, to us it appears manifold, because, from the feeble-
ness of our intellect, we cannot comprehend how, though
after a different manner, he wills and wills not the very same
thing.11

10. Morrell, Is God the Author of Sin?.
11. Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, Book I, Ch. 18, Sect. 3.
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Thus, according to Calvin, God only appears to have
two wills. We simply are not spiritually acute enough to
comprehend how God wills the very things He says that
He does not want to happen. John Calvin maintains that
his doctrine is true, but he is unable to prove it Scrip-
turally. Rather than admit that his doctrine does not make
sense, he blames mankind for not being astute enough to
understand.*12

Though John Calvin does not accept the idea that God
has two wills, he often speaks about God’s secret will
when referencing the aspects of God’s will that man does
not understand:

Let him, therefore, who would beware of such unbelief,
always bear in mind, that there is no random power, or
agency, or motion in the creatures, who are so governed by
the secret counsel of God, that nothing happens but what
he has knowingly and willingly decreed.13

Contrary to what Calvin believes, we do not serve a
God of secrets. Instead, we serve a God who reveals His
will to us as Amos 3:7 says, “Surely the Lord GOD will do

12. “It is any wonder that such immense splendour should blunt the acuteness
of our mind? Our physical eyes are not enough to sustain a contemplation of
the sun. Is our spiritual insight greater than our natural powers, or the
majesty of God inferior to the glory of the sun? It is becoming in us, then, not
to be too inquisitive; only let us not dare to deny the truth of what Scripture
plainly teaches and experience confirms, or even to suggest that it does not
reach agreement with God.” (Calvin, Concerning the Eternal Predestination of

God, 184–185.)
13. Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, Book I, Ch. 16, Sect. 3.
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nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the

prophets.” Further, according to 1 Corinthians 2:16, we have
been given the mind of Christ and are encouraged to
investigate and judge all spiritual matters.

Our confidence in God’s will is what supplies our con-
fidence to speak against sin. Jesse Morrell explains:

It would make no sense to rebuke sin if sin was God’s plan
because then we would be rebuking God’s plan. It would
make no sense to be upset with sin if sin was God’s plan,
because then we would be upset with the plan of God. But
all throughout the Bible, we see God’s condemnation of sin.
Is God condemning the fruit of His own hands? Is God con-
demning the result of His own activity? Does God condemn
His secret and sovereign will when He condemns sin?14

14. Morrell, Is God the Author of Sin?.

146146 Timothy ZebellTimothy Zebell



WWorks Citedorks Cited

Armitage, Thomas. The History of the Baptists: Traced by

Their Vital Principles and Practices. Paris: The Baptist Stan-
dard Bearer, Inc., 2001.

Augustine, Aurelius. The Works of Aurelius Augustine:

A New Translation, Vol. IV. Translated by John King. T &
T Clark, 1876. Original from the New York Public Library,
Digitized 2010.

Baker, Alvin. Berkouwer’s Doctrine of Election: Balance

or Imbalance? Phillipsburg: Presbyterian and Reformed
Publishing Co., 1981.

Beck, Frank. The Five Points of Calvinism. Ashland: Cal-
vary Baptist Church.

Benson, John. The Revival and Rejection of an Old Tra-

ditional Heresy … or, the Doctrine of God Decreeing All Sin

Examined and Refuted. Manchester: Self Published, 1836.
Original from Oxford University, Digitized 2006.

Best, W. E. Life Brought to Light. Houston: W. E. Best
Book Missionary Trust, 1992.



Beza, Theodore. The Christian Faith. Translated by J.
Clarke. Focus Christian Ministries Trust, 1992.

Boettner, Loraine. The Reformed Doctrine of Predestina-

tion. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing, 1932.

Boettner, Loraine. The Reformed Doctrine of Predestina-

tion. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing, 1936.
Original from Indiana University, Digitized 2008.

Boettner, Loraine. The Reformed Faith. Grand Rapids:
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing, 1983.

Brine, John. A Defence of the Eternal Doctrine of Justifica-

tion from Some Exceptions Made to It By Mr. Bragge, and Oth-

ers. Paris: The Baptist Standard Bearer, Inc., 1987.

Bronson, Charles. The Extent of the Atonement.
Pasadena: Pilgrim Publications, 1992.

Calvin, John. Calvin’s New Testament Commentaries Vol.

XII. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.,
1994.

Calvin, John. Concerning the Eternal Predestination of

God. Translated by J. Reid. Cambridge: James Clarke &
Company, 2000.

Calvin, John. Institutes of the Christian Religion. Edited
by John McNiel. Translated by Ford Battles. Philadelphia:
The Westminster Press, 1960.

Calvin, John. Institutes of the Christian Religion. Trans-

148148 Timothy ZebellTimothy Zebell



lated by Henry Beveridge. Grand Rapids: Christian Clas-
sics Ethereal Library, 2002.

Cannons of Dort, The. Protestant Reformed Churches
in America. Accessed February 4,
2011. http://www.prca.org/cd_index.html#head2.

Cloud, David. The Calvinism Debate. Port Huron: Way
of Life Literature, 2006.

Cockrell, Milburn. “Chosen in Christ.” The Berea Bap-

tist Banner, February 5, 1994.

Cockrell, Milburn. “The Perseverance of the Saints.”
The Berea Baptist Banner, February 5, 1989.

Cornett, Steve. “The Berea Baptist Forum.” The Berea

Baptist Banner, May 5, 1990.

Custance, Arthur. The Sovereignty of Grace. The Arthur
C. Custance Centre for Science and Christianity.
Accessed February 4, 2011. http://www.custance.org/old/
grace/.

Dabney, Robert. Systematic Theology, 2nd ed. Edin-
burgh: The Banner of Truth Trust, 1985.

Dave Hunt and White James. Debating Calvinism; Five

Points, Two Views. Sisters: Multnomah Publishers Inc, 2004.

David West and Dan Phillips. “The Baptist Examiner
Forum II.” The Baptist Examiner, February 18, 1989.

DID CHRIST DIE FOR EVERDID CHRIST DIE FOR EVERYONE?YONE? 149149



Flavel, John. The Whole Works of the Reverend Mr. John

Flavel, Vol. I. London: J. Mathews, 1799. Original from the
New York Public Library, Digitized 2007.

Gerstner, John. Wrongly Dividing the Word of God.
Brentwood: Wolgemuth and Hyatt Publishers, 1991.

Gill, John. “The Doctrines of God’s Everlasting Love
to His Elect, and Their Eternal Union with Christ:
Together with Some Other Truths, Stated and Defended,
in a Letter to Dr. Abraham Taylor.” Providence Baptist
Ministries. Accessed February 4, 2011.
http://www.pbministries.org/books/gill/Ser-
mons&Tracts/sermon_09.htm.

Gunn, Grover. A Short Explanation and Defense of the

Doctrines of Grace. Accessed February 4, 2011.
http://grovergunn.net/andrew/grace.htm.

Harrison, A. W. The Beginnings of Arminianism to the

Synod of Dort. London: University of London Press, 1926.

Hartill, J. Edwin. Principles of Biblical Hermeneutics.
Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1947.

Harvey, Harold. “The Berea Baptist Banner Forum.”
The Berea Baptist Banner, October 5, 1989.

Hoeksema, Herman. The Wonder of Grace. Covenant
of Grace Protestant Reformed Church. Accessed February
4, 2011. http://www.reformedspokane.org/homepages/
The%20Wonder%20of%20Grace/Wonder_of_Grace.html.

150150 Timothy ZebellTimothy Zebell



Hoeksema, Herman. Whosoever Will. Covenant of
Grace Protestant Reformed Church. Accessed February
4, 2011. http://www.reformedspokane.org/Doctrine_pages/
Calvinism%20%26%20Sovereign%20Grace/books_folder/
Whosoever%20will/Whosoever_Will.html.

Hoeksema, Homer. The Five Points of Calvinism. Protes-
tant Reformed Churches in America. Accessed February
4, 2011. http://www.prca.org/fivepoints/index.html.

Hodge, Charles. Systematic Theology, Vol. II. Reformed
Literature. Accessed February 4, 2011.
http://www.reformedliterature.com/hodge-for-whom-
did-christ-die.php.

Hunt, Dave. What Love Is This? Calvinism’s Misrepresen-

tation of God. Bend: The Berean Call, 2006.

Kenneth Talbot, and W. Gary Crampton. Calvinism,

Hyper-Calvinism, and Arminianism. Edmonton: Still Waters
Revival Books, 1990.

Kuiper, Rienk. God-Centered Evangelism. Banner of
Truth, 1966.

Lenegar, John. “The Baptist Examiner Forum I.” The

Baptist Examiner, June 23, 1990.

Mathison, Keith. Dispensationalism: Rightly Dividing the

People of God?. Phillipsburg: Presbyterian and Reformed
Publishing Co., 1995.

DID CHRIST DIE FOR EVERDID CHRIST DIE FOR EVERYONE?YONE? 151151



McMahon, C. Matthew. The Two Wills of God. Puritan
Publications, 2005.

Mock, Dennis. Bible Training Center for Pastors: Bible

Study Methods and Rules of Interpretation. Atlanta: 1989.

Morrell, Jesse. Is God the Author of Sin?. Refining Fire
Films, 2010.

Murray, John. Redemption Accomplished and Applied.
Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1955.

Owen, John. A Display of Arminianism. A Puritan’s
Mind. Accessed February 4, 2011.
http://www.apuritansmind.com/JohnOwen/Displa-
yArminianismPart2.htm.

Phillips, Dan. “The Atonement.” The Baptist Examiner,

September 15.

Pink, Arthur W. Eternal Security. Sovereign Grace Pub-
lishers, 2001.

Pink, Arthur W. Spiritual Union and Communion. Sov-
ereign Grace Publishers, 2002.

Pink, Arthur W. The Doctrines of Election and Justifica-

tion. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1974.

Pink, Arthur W. The Satisfaction of Christ. Grand
Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1955.

152152 Timothy ZebellTimothy Zebell



Pink, Arthur W. The Sovereignty of God, 4th ed. Grand
Rapids: Baker Book House, 1949.

Pink, Arthur W. The Sovereignty of God, Abridged ed.
Sovereign Grace Publishers, 2008.

Pink, Arthur W. The Sovereignty of God, Revised ed.
Edinburgh: The Banner of Truth Trust, 1961.

Piper, John. “Are There Two Wills in God? Divine
Election and Gods Desire for All to be Saved.” Desiring
God, January 1, 1995. Accessed February 4, 2011.
http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/are-there-two-wills-
in-god.

Rose, Ben. T.U.L.I.P.: The Five Disputed Points of Calvin-

ism, 2nd ed. Franklin: Providence House Publishers, 1996.

Seaton, W. J. The Five Points of Calvinism. Rediscovering
the Bible. Accessed February 4,
2011. http://rediscoveringthebible.com/Fivepoints.pdf.

Shank, Robert. Life in the Son, 2nd ed. Springfield:
Wescott Publishers, 1961.

Smeaton, George. The Doctrine of the Atonement

According to the Apostles, 2nd ed. Edinburgh:The Banner of
Truth Trust, 1991.

Sproul, Robert C. Chosen By God. Wheaton: Tyndale
House, 1986.

DID CHRIST DIE FOR EVERDID CHRIST DIE FOR EVERYONE?YONE? 153153



Sproul, Robert C. Grace Unknown. Grand Rapids:
Baker Books, 1997.

Storms, Samuel. Chosen for Life: The Case for Divine

Election. Crossway Books, 2007.

Strong, James. Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the

Bible. Nashville: Crusade Bible Publishers, Inc.

The Holy Bible, King James Version. Public Domain, 1769.
E-sword Bible Software.

Vance, Laurence. The Other Side of Calvinism. Pen-
sacola: Vance Publications, 1999.

Webster’s New Universal Unabridged Dictionary. Barnes
& Noble Inc., 1996.

Wesley, John. The Works of the Reverend John Wesley,

A.M. Sometime Fellow of Lincoln college, Oxford, Vol. I. New
York: T. Mason and G. Lane, 1840. Original from Harvard
University, Digitized 2009.

Westminster Confession of Faith, The. Center for
Reformed Theology and Apologetics. Accessed February
4, 2011. http://www.reformed.org/documents/
index.html?mainframe=http://www.reformed.org/docu-
ments/westminster_conf_of_faith.html.

White, James. The Potter’s Freedom: A Defense of the

Reformation. Amityville: Calvary Press, 2000.

154154 Timothy ZebellTimothy Zebell



Wilson, Sam. “The Baptist Examiner Forum I.” The

Baptist Examiner, June 23, 1990.

Vance, Laurence. The Other Side of Calvinism, Revised
ed. Pensacola: Vance Publications, 1999.

Zanchius, Jerome. Absolute Predestination. Translated by
Jay Green. Sovereign Grace Publishers, 2001.

Zebell, Timothy. Along Calvin’s Road: Does Man Have

Freedom to Choose?. Edited by Eugene Harmon. Niles: Self-
published, 2012.

Zebell, Timothy. Along Calvin’s Road: Is God the Author

of Sin?. Edited by Eugene Harmon. Niles: Self-published,
2011.

DID CHRIST DIE FOR EVERDID CHRIST DIE FOR EVERYONE?YONE? 155155


	Did Christ Die for Everyone?
	Did Christ Die for Everyone?
	Edited by Eugene Harmon
	Contents
	Forward
	Introduction
	Limited Atonement
	Did Christ Die for Everyone?
	Calvinist Arguments for a Limited Atonement
	Distinguishing the Atonement from Its Application
	Is This a Works-Based Salvation?
	Christ Died for Everyone
	Correcting Calvinist Definitions
	John 3:16
	1 John 2:2
	A Change of Tune?
	A Fresh Look
	John 12:32
	Jesus Died for Those Who Perished
	Jesus Died for Those Who Do Not Believe
	The Gospel is Good News for All
	The True Gospel
	Review
	Appendix A - The Passover Lamb
	Appendix B - The Brazen Serpent
	Appendix C - 2 Peter 3:9
	Appendix D - Does God Have a Double Will?
	Works Cited

